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AxEn,

Hon., J. F. Cullen Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. M. L. Moss (Teller).
NoESs.

Hon. E. M. Clarke ll-lon C. McKenzle
Hon, J. D. Connolly Hon, E. Mc¢Larty
Hon. J. T. Glowrey | Hon. B. C. O’Brlen
Hon. V. Hamersley IHon. W. Patrick
Hon. A. G. Jenkins Hon. C. A, Piesse
Hon. R. Laurle Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon, W. Marwick | Hon. 8. Stubbs

Hon. R. D. McKenzle | (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. (", SOMMERS moved a further
amendment—

That in line £ the word “ten” be
struck oul gnd * five” be inserted in lieu,
His desire was that the expenditure in
connection with the subsidising of these
institutions should not exceed five per
cent. of the ordinary income of the local
authority. [t wonld be wise to limit the
power and not allow them to expend more
than live per cent. The probability was
that the cost of running this loecal service
would be great and the aunthorities might
impose a very high rate on ountside dis~
triets for the purpose of carrying on a
Hioited service.

Hon. V. HAMERSILEY : The utility of
this clause in the country districts was
recoghised, at the same time there was a
great danger in it becanse it might apply
in other distriets where there were hospi-
tals and where the subsidising of hospitals
was not limited to half a dozen or to two
which might be close together. He would
prefer that a limit should be paid to one
hospital and that that limit might be
made £100. TUndev the clause the local
authorities in some of the larger centres
might be ealled upon te pay an enormous
sum.

Hon. ¢*, A. Piesse: There is no compul-
eion aboul it.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : But we mighi
find one doctor getting a subsidy for a
private hospital and another dector who
might happen to be elected on the local
body would get a subsidy for a public
hospital and there wonld be no end to the
splitting up of the ten per cent.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Cummittee ought to allow the clause (o
pass. It wonld be a big country board
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which wonld have a vevenne of, say, £500,
and even then the subsidy would only be
£50. It was purely permissive and the
hoard could make it one per eent, if it
chose to do so.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause as previously amended agreed
to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.-m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Avondale Estate Purchose.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mhtehell): In speaking on Thurs-
day last the member for Cue made some
veference fo 1he Avondale Fstate, and it
wonld appear from his remarks that 1
did not advise (‘abinet that there were
1,800 acres unfit for the plough. I just
want to explain to the House that I did
report this fact to Cabinet. Surveyor
Marshall ¥ox reported as follows:—

In accordance with verbal instrme-
tions 1 have inspected the Avondale



3240

Estate and estimate that 1,300 acres ave
unfit for the plough. The larzest avea
is on the tinurdunging Trig. Hills—
proctieally  all  non-cultivable —and
there are falr-sized patehes of rocks
on the western end.
In my mioute to Cabinet 1 reported on
the 15th of Mareh of last year that there
were in the estate 8,000 acres worth £0,
1,000 aeres worth £2, and 807 acres worth
£1, which clearly shows, of course, that
the whole of the estate was not shown by
me to be enltivable. It is perfeetly true
that the portion of the file read by the
hon. member did not show that I had
made this clear. I presume the hon. mem-
ber had not before him the portion of
the file previous to the minute of Mr.
Marshall Fox, the survevor who was sent
out hy me to report.

Mr. Heitmann: 1t was the last minute
I quoted from.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
just want to explain to the House that
Cabinet was advised as to the trne posi-
tion of the estate.

Mr. Heitmann: You do not denv that
the minute which I read exists?

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: No.

RILL—LOAX. £2,100,000.
Meszage from His Exeelleney the Gov-
ernor received and read recommending a
Loan Rill for €2,100,000, and the re-
appropriation of certain loan moneys.

LOAN BESTIMATES, 1910-11,
Message from he Governor received
and rvead recommending appropriation
for the Loan Estimates 1910-11.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mes<agze from the Clovernor received
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills :—
1. Permanent
tion, Wo. 1.
2. Perth Municipal Gas and FElee-
trie Tichting.
3. Fremantle
No. 2 Disposition.

Rezerves Rededica-

Freemasons’ Lodue
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QUESTION—INVENTURS
AXCE FUND.

Mr, MONGER ({for My, Piesse) asked
the Premier: 1, Does any tund exist for
the assisiance of inventors who may sub-
mit suggeslions or appliances to the Gov-
ernment llepartments, and which sugges-
tions or appliances are deemed worthy of
trinl by the department or board to which
it is submitted? 2, If sueh fund does not
exist, will the hon. the Premier agree to
place a sum on the Estimates for this
purpose?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Special provision can be made at any
time should the cireumstances warrant.

ABBIST-

QUESTION—FRUIT RESTRICTIOXS,
BRIDGETOWN,

Mr. GILL (for Mr. Bath) asked the
Minister for Agriculture: 1, Is he aware
that a complaint has been made at Bridge-
town that while the restriction re the im-
portation of tomatoes, fruit, etcetera, pre-
vented some residents from procuring
supplies, others were enabled to have
same delivered by rail? 2, Will he cause
inguiries to be made into the matter?

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICUL-
TTURE replied: 1, Yes. 2, Investign-
tion had already been made into the mat-
ter. The only instance thal can be dis-
covered is one in which sume tomatoes
were taken to Bridgetown by a passen-
wer on a {rain acrriving late at night. De-
livery was permitted by the siationmaster
on the understanding that tlie tomatoes
wonld be destroyed. Steps will be taken
to prevent a recurrence of this misinke.

QUESTION—SECONDARY SCHOOL,
HEAD MISTRESSK.

Mr. GILL asked the Minister tfor Edu-
eation: 1, Has anv appeintment heen
made to the position of head mistress or
assistant at the Modern Sehool? 2, If 20,
wlio has received the appeintment!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
veplied: 1. An appeintment has heen
made to the position of first female
assistant, 2, Miss M. Bureess, B.Se.
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QUESTION — TOURIST CORNVEY-
ANCE ARRANGEMENTS,
Mr. BROWX asked the Premier: 1,

Did 3Mr. Bignell write offering to keep on
the old contract with the Caves Board
until the department had decided what to
do? 2, If so, the date of the letter? 3,
What reply was sent, and on what date?
4, On what date did the old contraet v«
pire? 5, What are the terms of the new
contract? 6, The number of eoupons sold
—Yallingnp : October, November, Decem-

her, 1909; October, November, Decem-
her, 1910.  Margaret River: Oectober,
November, December, 1909; October,
November, December, 19107 7, What are

the terms of the contract wilh Messrs.
MeIlwraith for the eonveyance of pas-
<engers to Rottnest?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, 3, and
4, On the 5th Qctober, 1910, the day be-
fore the contract expired, Mr, Bignell
wrote offering to accept an exteusion of
the contract until the 30th Apvil, 1911,
only, and stating that he had not taken
the Caves Board by sunrprise as he had
wrilten on the matter some few weeks
previously. The refiring Caves Board
seeretary (who had been relained to con-
trol this and other matters nntil the 30th
September at his previous salarv) omit-
led to notify the depariment of the re-
ceipt of Mr. Bignell’s letter, and made
no preparation for a fresh contract. Con-
sequently the depariment were faced with
an expiring contract at one day’s notiee,
On 10th October Mr. Bignell was noti-
fied that his offer was heing eonsidered
and requested to protect the rights of
conponists meantime. 5, The terms are
under consideration. 6, Coupons issued:
—Perth - Yallingup — Qetober November,
December, 190%, 60; Oectober, November,
December, 1910, 27. Perth-Yallingup
and Margaret River—QOectober, November,
December, 1909, 20; October, November,
December, 1910, 37. 7, Arrangemenis
were made with Messis. MeIlwraith &
Co. for a steamer to run from Fremantle
to Rottnest and back on Saturdays, and
from Rottnest to Fremantle on Mondays.
The departrment suarantees a minimum
of £6 per week.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: PPlans
showing the routes of proposed railways
from Naraling to Yuna and from Brook-
ton to Kunjin,

PRIVILEGE—PRESS REPORT, AR-
RIVAL OF DESTITUTE SEAMEN.
Mr. PRICE (Albany): Before pro-

ceding with the Ordeis of the Day, as a

matter of privilege I desire to bring for-

ward a matter of considerable importance
to the people of Albany and, indirectly,
to the Government. It will be within the
knowledge of every hon. member that on

Friday last a number of destitute seamen

were landed at Albany by the steamship

“British Transport.” Subsequently these

seamen were sent on to Perth, and in the

Daily News account on Saturday, giving

a report of the loss of the ship to which

they belonged and their treatment in the

State, we find the following very import-

ant paragraph, headed “Alleged starva-

tion in this State”:—

Several of the crew when queslioned
about their journey, said it had heen
a most miserable one, and the delay of
five hours in reaching their destination
had made it considerably worse. They
had had tea at Albany at 5 p.m. vester-
day, and had not been given a single
bit to eat since then. Unfortunately,
they had not any money whatever to
buy food. A glance at the men is suffi-
cient to show their destitute condition.
They are still cnly half-clothed, and
probably none of them have any money
or property on this side of the world.
No doubt they will be at peace at the
Sailor’s Home, and it is to be hoped
that charity entertainments will be ar-
ranged on their behslf,

Now, what T desire on behalf of the peo-

ple of Albany and, indireetly, on hehalf

of the Government, to take exceplion to,
is the statement that the men were only
half-clothed, and the inference to be drawn
from the paragraph in accordance with
the heading, that these men bad heen
allowed to starve after they Janded on our
shores. [ recognise the Government are
always ready to bestow freely and wil-
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lingly the hospitality of our State to any
cases of need sueh as this: but net only
have the Government in this case done
their duty and certainly should not be
subjected to the inference whieh can be
drawn from a paragraph of this char-
acter. But I have here a letter sent me
by the town elerk of Albany which shows
how absolutely groundless is this imputa-
tion upon the fair reputation of the peo-
ple of that pori, and of the Government
of the day. The letter reads as fol-
lows:—
Re distressed officers and erew per
8.3, “British Transport.” Sir, In re-
sponse to your request of even date. T
have the honour to inform you as fol-
lows r¢ the above matter. The eouncil
met the eaptain and chief officer of the
ill-fated steamer soon after their land-
ing at Albany and found out that Cap-
tain Heney was making arrangements
to accommodate the ecaptain, officers,
and men at the quarantine station. The
captain (Captain Gordon) desired that
the officers and himself should be ac-
commodated separate from the crew,
and the eouncil therenpon arranged
with Mr. Deykin of the Freemasons’
hotel to put up the captain, Mr. Red-
din of the White Star hotel, the chief
officer and chief enginger, and Mr. Peel
of the Weld hotel the four other offi-
cers. The council arranged and will
pay for dinners for the seven officers
at the Royal George hotel on the eve
of their departure, and the shipping
master arranged for the evening meal
for the erew at the Goldfields coffee
palace. The shipping master obtained
the necessary railway tickets for the
captain, officers, and crew to Fre-
mantle, and arranged for meals on the
Jjourney.

I take it, in accordance with the instroe-
tions of the Government, if indeed such
instruetions were necessary. The letter
continnes—
The council met the officers and crew
at the jetty, being brought ashore by
the harbour master’s launch at 3 p.m,,
and then arranged with Messrs. E. Bar-
nett & Co. and Messrs Drew, Robingon
& Co. to clothe and provide boots for
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them throughout. which was done and

completed between 3 p.u. and 5 p.m.,

and the men washed and changed at

those respective establishments. The
enst to the eouncil and ecitizens of Al-
bauy will be probably as follows:—E.

Barnett & Co., £63 9s. 11d.; Drew,

Robinson & Co., £55 1s. 5d.; Royal

George Hotel, £1 17s. 6d. Total,

£119 Gs. 4d. Mr. George Webb of

Albany would not charge for shaves

and cutting of hair. and Cr. Deykin or

Cr. Reddin wounld mot charge for the

meals and the roows used by the offi-

cers.

Now, I certainly think I would be lacking
in my duty to the people I represent, and
would be neglecting to do justice to the
Government were I to fail to draw atten-
tion to a paragraph so palpably mislead-
ing and ecaleulated to injure the good
reputation of the people of this State.
Here we have shipwrecked mariners
landed on our shores, and a newspaper
published in the City infers that these
seamen have been allowed to starve, and
that they are onlv bhalf-clothed on arriv-
ing in tbe City. The paragraph is nol
only wicked and false, but, as I have
proved by the official document supplied
by the town clerk, the men were fully
clothed before they left Albany ; as
for the meals on the journey, if they did
not procure them it was through no lack
of attention on the part of the people
of Albany, or of the shipping master
who, in this instance, directly represents
the Government.

Mr. Johnson: Is this the Daily News
again?

My, PRICE: That is the Daily News
again. This is not a personal matter, but
one affecting the fair fame for hospitality
of the people of the State, and it is an
imputation which I trust we shall not
have hurled at any section of the people,
or at the Government of the day under
like cireumstances in future. I take this,
the first, opportunity of bringing the
matter forward becaunse it is & paragraph
that can only harm the State if allowed
to go nnchallenged.

The PREMIER (Hon, Frank Wilson) :
I am glad the hon. member has men-
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tigned this matter. 1 have not seen the
report myself,

Mr. Johnson: You are ancther who does
not read the Daily News.

The PREMIER: I did not read it on
Baturday last, the day when this report
appeared. If the hon. member will let
me have that letter I shall be very glad
lo take the matter up with the proprietors
of the paper. I agree with him that West-
ern Australia has never heen lacking in
extending the hand of fellowship, or
friendship and assistanee, to anyone who
has been east npon our shores, and I hope
she never will be.

BILL—ROADS.
Third Reading.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—PUBLIC LIBRARY, MUSEUM,
AND ART GALLERY OF WEST-
ERN AUSTRALIA.

EReport Stage.

Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading.

Mr, SCADDAN: The Premier's atten-
tion should be drawn to Subelause 1 of
Clanse 15, which read as follows:—

All books, maps, manuscripts, docu-
ments, and papers, all pictures, en-
gravings, and works of art, all coins
and medals, all objects of natural his-
tory, mineral specimens. and exhibits,
and all other goods and chatiels now
contained in the Public Library of
Western Australia, and the Western
Australian Musenm and Art Gallery,
situated on the land described in the
Schedule to this Act, are hereby vested
in the trustees.

Was the Premier aware that under this
clause we would be vesting in the trustees
property other than Crown property,
property which had been merely loaned
to the maseum anthorities?

The Premier: What property has been
loaned?

Mr. SCADDAN : 1t was understood
there was quite a large amount of pro-
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perly in the musesm and art gallery
which was not the property of the in-
stitulion.

The PREMIER: Probably the hon.
mewber was referring to the exhibits
loaned to the museum by the Mines De-
partment. He (the Premier) had had
that watter under consideration, and had
arranged that the members of the com-
mitiee should acknowledge all the speci-
mens loaned to them, as not being their
property at all.

Mr. Underwood: There is other stuff
there besides that loaned by the Mines
Department.

The PREMIER : The same thing would
apply to any other exhibits on lean. It
would be an easy matter for proper legal
acknowledgment to be given that suech
property was on loan, and that it was
within the power of the owners to remove
it at any time. It was necessary that
the property of the museum and art
gatlery shounld be vested in the trustees
except, of course, that which was merely
loaned to the institution.

Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL — ABORIGINES ACT
MENT.
Secund Reading.
Resumed from 20th January.
Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): I have
been wading through the proposed amend-
ments which the Government intend to
insert in the Aborigines Aet. I submit
it would be far better to submit a con-
solidating measure than to bring in pages
and pages of amendments. 1i beeomes
wearisome for hon. members to follow
these amendments. While it is all right
for a Minister, who has an officer to sug-
gest the amendments, a draftsman to pre-
pare them, and a secretary to supply his
notes, it is somewhat diffienlt for hon.
members to follow all the amendments
and see exactly what the Government are
at. As far as T have gone, I cannot see
that any strong objection can be taken to
any of the amendments. T must say I am
enly half-way through the Bill, bui, as
far as I have gone. that is my impression.

AMEND-
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However, 1 would like to suggest the time
has arvived when we shonld do something
to proteet the State against the annual ex-
penditure of the large amount of revenue
which we are eompeiled to provide for
the protection of the aborigines. My own
experience, though little, is suflicient to
convinee me that the people in the North-
West and North of the State are getting
a great deal of assistance from the sbori-
gines while the people in the South are
contributing towards supplying those
people in the North with very cheap
labour. If we go through the reports of
the Chief Protector of Aborigines, it will
be found that it costs this State soma
thousands annually to maintain and pro-
vide for the aborigines. I want to make
it perfectly clear that I would be the last
to reduce any expenditure should that ex-
penditure be necessary for the mainten-
ance of indigent natives; but I take stroug
exception to the State being called upon
to pay for the maintenance of indigent
natives while able-bodied natives are em-
ployed by the squatters and others in the
North and North-West to work on their
stations without payment for the work
done. As a case in point, take the
shearers. The shearers’ union entered
into an agreement with the squatters and
pastoralists for the shearing of sheep. In
that agreement it is laid down that the
shearer shall receive 25s. a hundred. Thus
the pastoralist that employs white labour
pays 25s. per hundred for the sheep shorn,
while the pastoralist that employs blaek
labour does not pay one penny piece le-
yond the “keep” of the natives so em-
ployed. Is it fair that the natives doing
the same work—possibly not in the sawe
time, but still doing the same work—
should do this free of cost to the pas-
toralist whose neighbour, possibly, is pay-
ing 25s. per hundred to white lahour for
the work? There might be no objection
to it, or rather there might be some argu-
ment in favour of it, if we were not faced
with the fact that the State is ealled upon
te provide thousands of pounds each year
to maintain the indigent among the
natives. Now I want to ask this Cham-
ber, has not the time arrived when we
shall lay it down definitely that no native
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shall be employed unless on a permit or
under an agreement, and that the permit
or agreement shall carry with it some
payment on the part of the employer?
I recognise that it is unwise to give moacy
to the native. He does not value money,
and it would not be wise to pay it to him:
but would it not be wise to insert a provi-
sion for remuneration, such remuneration
to be paid into the Aborigines Depart-
ment and used for the care of the indi-
gent, the sick, and the chiidren. I appeal
to hon, members to realise what we ave
doing. I worked on one station and that
station employed four watives.  These
four natives were doing exaetly the same
work at given times as the men I was
employving. I was paying 13s. 4d. a day,
and the pastornlist was paying nothing
beyond the food, Ags a matter of fact,
the clothes worn by these natives had
been supplied by travellers through the
district or men leaving the station from
time to time, and I was informed—TI do
net say it applies to this particular sta-
tion—that it has been the practice on the
part of some pastoralists to go to the
police station and get blankets for the
inatives, not only for the indigent natives
living on the lease, but also for those em-
ployed on the station. Therefore we see
that not only do pastoralists get labour
without paying wages for it, hut they
utilise the State 1o the extent of gettine
blankets provided fur the comfort of the
natives. This sort of thing has continued
long enough. The pastoralist in the
North-West is not struggling to the extent
he was many years ago. Years azo under
the conditions then prevailing, he requivad
all the native labour he enuld get and he
wanted to get it as cheaply as possible in
order to stroggle through; but those days
are pouc.  To-day the pastoralist is living
in affluence, his calling is highly prodite-
tive, and he is living to a large extent on
the fat of the land; and I maintain that
these altered conditions should bring
about a change, and that the State should
not be called upon to provide cheap labour
for the pastoralists any lunger. T regret
sineerely that the DMinister has not
brought in an amendment to remove this
injustice to the taxpayers of the Stiate.
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I do not desire to take up any more time
now; I did propose to frame an amend-
ment in order to test the feeling of the
Chamber, but I find it impossible to get
hold of the Parliamentary draunghtsman,
and the amendment I have in mind is
complicated and beyond the powers of the
ordinary layman to prepare.
however, when we get to the Commitice
stage to move an amendment so that mem-
bers may express their opinion on this
sehject, and it they endorse my views we
ean prepare a comprehensive amendment
to bring about these altered conditions. I
make these few remarks because I think
it is time something was done in this
direction, So far as the amendwents go
1 can see no objection to them, and the
Bill will receive my support on the second
reading, although I regret it is not a eon-
solidating measure instead of an amend-
ing one.

Mr. CNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I have
not a great deal to say in regard to this
question, but I agree with the member for
Guildford that natives who do reason-
ably good weork should be paid a reasou-
ably good wage. As the hon. member has
stated, natives work practically the whole
of their ugeful lives for the squatters,
storekeepers and others, and when they
are worked out they are put on the indi-
gent list and the Government are allowed
to keep them. What 1 would suggest is
that those employing natives should be
compelled to keep and clothe the natives
employed, and to pay to the State or
some fund eontrolled by the Siate, the
reasonable worth of the aboriginal labour.,
That money eould then be set aside for
the keeping of these natives when they
are hevond working. [ am somewhat sur-
prised that the Government have not
made some attempt at inaugurating a
fund of this deseription. The hon., mem-
ber for Guildford has pointed ont that
the natives in many occupations are
equally as good as a white man. The
white men on the stations may eet any-
thing frvom £8 to £10 per month, or even
£12 for a particularly good man, and the
natives will do equally as good work and
only reeeive his tucker. which consists
of flour, tea and sugar.

I propose,-

Mr. Butcher: You will not serionsly say
he is as good as a white man.

Mr. UNDERWODD In some oceupa-
tions. The drovers and overlanders find
that a very good native is better than any
white man they can get hold of for look-
ing after stock and tracking. He is
better than any white man as a tracker,
and the best of them are as good at drov-
ing as the best white man that can be ob-
tained. The hon. member for Gascoyne
will admit that?

Mr, Buteher: No, 1 will not,

Mr. CNDERWOOD: 1 have been at
places wlhere natives have been employed,
and I say that in certain oceupations snch
as driving a cart, hunting horses, and even
shoeing horses, [ have come across natives
equally as good as a white man. They fill
the position of a white man; if the native
had not been tlere it would have been
necessary to employ white men at £8 or
£10 per month. That being so, those em-
ploying these natives should be asked to
provide money towards their keep when
they get old or physically beyond work. I
wish to compliment the Government on
the step they have taken in Kimberley in
placing some of the natives on stations. I
am of opinion that these stations will be
self sapporting and that they will be of
considerable benefit to the aborigines. T
trust that the Government will extend this
system, and that in the future we will
have reserves or stations in other parts of
the North-West. 1 am convinced that if
this system is generally adopted, the eom-
plaints of cattle killing and other offences
on the part of the natives will not be heard
in the future. There is just ome other
question I would like to disenss in eonnee-
tion with this Bill, and that is the manage-
ment of the Lock Hospital for the treat-
ment of venereal diseases. 1 have stated
before that the system of collecting the
diseased natives is fanlty in the extreme,
and under the present system very little,
if any, good is being accomplished in that
direction, We have to admit to begin
with, that to deal properly with the abor-
igines question, partieularly in this re-
gard, it is necessary that eonsiderably
more money should be spent on this work.
With the money at present at its com-
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mand, the Department does fairly good
work, but it is handieapped by insuffici-
ency of funds. The system of colleeting
the diseased natives is that a policeman
is told off to do the work, and those who
have been in the North-West will agree
with me that the police in that part of

the North-West have plenty of work todo”

without having this responsibility thrust
upon them. Again, it is a duty which a
policeman is not competent to perform. It
is partieularly obnoxious to soe members
of the force, particularly to married men.
I leave it to any ordinary man to say
whetHer a policeman who has a wife
should be sent ont to eapture and examine
these natives, males as well as females,
and the duty being obnoxious to the
policeman is naturally not done in the
best form. I could give many instances
of attempts to collect these natives which
have absolutely failed. I have known
them to make an inspeection of the natives
in, say the Nullagine distriet, where the
general opinion is that half the natives are
suffering from this disease. The police-
man collects some two or three or half a
dozen and they are sent on to Marble Bar
for inspection. The doctor may reject
some of them as being all right, whilst
others are sent down to the coast, but
there may be a hundred diseased natives
still Tunning about the district.  Then
there is a complaint from Port Hedland
in regard to bringing these natives into
the town and leaving them there, some-
times three or even four months, before
they are sent off to the island. I am speak-
ing on behalf of the residents of Port
Hedland, and I say that it is most unfair
to bring these diseased natives—they are
often most virulent cases—into close prox-
Imity to the town, where there are now
many children, and leave them there for
any length of time. The department gives
as an excuse that it cannot get these
natives earried to the island by ordinary
passenger boats. That is a faet. The
ordinary passenger boats will not carry
natives, but there are a number of trading
schooners in those parts, the owners of
which would only be too glad to take these
natives away as soon as they arrived. I

know on one occasion that Mr. Raynor,
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who owns one or two schooners and who
trades as a rule between Port Hedland and
Broome, offered to remove a bateh of
natives who were becoming a menace to
the public health at Port Hedland, but the
Government wonld not give him the job,
and the statement was made that the
“Pengnin” or some other Government
steamer was coming up. That steamer,
however, ¢id not come, at any rate, not for
months, and these natives were camping
in the immediate vicinity of Port Hedland
and were allowed to wander all over the
town. The disease was for months al-
lowed to be spread throngh the fown be-
fore the department could find time to
remove the natives to the island for treat-
ment. There are two complaints that
might be made here, one on behalf of the
natives and the other on bebalf of the-
people of Port Hedland. If we are going
to ireat the disease it is necessary that it
should be treated as soon as possible; the
longer it is allowed to remsin without
treatment the more diffienlt it will be to
effect a eure. If we are going to bave
these hospitals and if we are going to
spend some thousands of pounds on them,
I hold we should endeavour to make them
effective and to do that we should spend
some more thousands on them., With
the money we have at the present time, I
hold that the best possible work has not
been done, more particalarly with
regard to deaving the declared dis-
eased natives hanging around in the
vieinity of fairly large towns, as
a menace to the health of the
people, and certainly a cruelty to the
natives themselves. I trust this seheme of
lock hospitals on various islands will be
cxtended, that more money will be ex-
pended on them and that every effort will
be made to thoroughly wipe out this
mreat seourge which undoubtedly exists
throughout the whole of the North-West.
If that attempt is not made we ought to
close the hospitals and leave the natives
as they were before. The present scheme
is absolutely ineffective, it is practically
a waste of money, the natives who are
collected and eured are sent back again
to the infected area and in a very little
time after their return to their old dis-
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tricts, they again become affected. If a
sound and solid attenipt is not made to re-
move this disease from the natives in the
North-West it is time we stopped spend-
ing money on loek hospitals, I trust the
Government will give the matter serious
consideration.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) ; Like
other members who have addressed them-
selves to this subject, I have not very
much to say, because the Minister, in in-
troducing the Bill, did not leave much
scope for discussion on the amendments
he brought down. IF the Bill were in its
character more ecomprehensive and dealt
generally with the aborigines of the State,
one might be able, and one would cer-
tainly feel more disposed to go more
deeply into the subject. We find among
the amendments contained in the measure
one which deals with parental eontrol. Un-
der the existing Act the mother has con-
trol, and it is sought now to remove that
eontrol from the parent to the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines. The Minister de-
clared that that aection would be some-
what harsh. There is no doubt about it in
my mind that it will be a harsh action,
especially if the aboriginal ehild happens
to be a boy or girl in an outlying area
where they go around hunting for the
necessities of life for the parents and the
aged in the eamp and which boy or girl
has reached the age of, say, ten or twelve
to fourteen years. It will indeed be a
harsh action on the part of the Chief Pro-
tector to siep in and take away from the
parental control a child of that age. What
I would like to know is wlether it is the
intention of the Government to do that
or whether they propose lo step in and
take the children away in their infaney,
say, when they are one or two years of
age, before they have aequired all the vie-
iousness of the aborigines and of the
white people. There is no doubt about it,
whether it be a half-caste or a full-
blooded black, so soon as thev associate
with white people they never or rarely
take up any of the virtues of the whites
but they always aequire the vices, My
experience eovers a long period of resi-
dence in most of the States of Australia,
where the ahorigines ¢xist in their natural
or wild state; and I have found, and I
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believe the Protector of Aborigines, if he
has had experience, will inform the Min-
ister that it is so, that once the aborigines
are brought info contact with white peo-
ple they acquire all che vices of the whites
and none of the virtues. The aborigines
have never been able to aequire any vir-
tues sueh as the necessity for cleanliness,
but the bad habits, as far as liquor is
concerned and everything else which
tends to ruin manhood, they have become
familiar with very quiekly; hence it is
that they go uuder as civilisation ad-
vances, There is no doubt about that; his-
tory has proved it,  Dealing with the
first amendment of removing the children
from the contrel of the parents and giv-
ing them to the Chief Protector or the
Governmend, I would like the Minister to
staie at what age it is proposed to take
these children away. If will be unfair for
the Government to remove a boy or girl
12 or 14 vears of age, at which age he
is becoming of assistance to his parents
and tribe in the way of hunting for fuod.
Aborigines who live in their natural state
form a sort of community ambng them-
selves; they are all brothers and sisters,
mothers and fathers, and they share every
thing among themselves, provided of
course they are all of the one tribe, and
the boys therefore hunt for provisions
Just as readily for the aged black people
as they do for their own parents who
might be sufficiently vigorous to hunt for
themselves. It would be unfair for the
Government to step in and remove the
boys at this age. The Government, how-
ever, would be juslified in taking away
the lLalf-caste females at any age from
the eontrol of the parents because they ae-
quire the vices of the white people and
none of the virtues. If boys or girls are
left in the camp until they have attained
the age of ten or twelve years there is no
more chance of reforming them than
there would be of reforming a full-
blooded adult black. There might, how-
ever, be a hope doing so if the children
were taken away when of tender vyears.
The next amendment relates to the plea
of guilty of an aborigine in a eourt of
law. Unless a person who is interrogating
the aborigine has first instilled into that
aborigine his confidence and can talk his
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ianzuage ihe aborigine is as likely to say
‘‘ves” when he means “no” as “no,” es-
perially it be bas no knowldege of the
English language. As soon as the native
i3 interrogated on a point be will repeat
what is being said; if one says “Good-
day” to him the aborigine will veply
“Good-day,” and if one says to him
*Where are you going?’ he will repeat
“Where are you going?’ That is my ex-
perienee of natives in Queensland, New
Sonth Wales, and in this State. We find
in many cases which come before our
courts of law, cases practically referring
to the killing or the injuring of eattle in
the North-West, that this is done by blacks
who are practically beyond the pale of
civilisation. What possible chance have
they then when these cases come before
the courts? I think the Government are
justified in not allowing the plea of
guilty of an aborigine to be aecepfed in
a court unless it is supported by the Chief
Protector or the protectors in the distriet.
The Chief Protector may not be cognisant
of the position in the Northern portion
of the State but on the adviee, I snppose,
of those in charge, he wnuld protect the
natives at the eonrt. As far as that pro-
posal is concerned it has my suapport.
There is only one other point in the Bill
to which I wish to refer, and that is
where power is given to the Government
to extend the reservations for aborigines.
I believe, under the present Act, the Gov-
ernment cannot execeed something like
2,000 acres, if T remember rightly what
the Minister said on moving the second
reading.

The Minister for Mines: We could not
under the original Act exiend the area.

Mr. TAYLOR: And this Act gives the
(overnment power to extend the area;
that is a pleasing feature in the Bill
Dealing with the remarks of the member
for Guildford and the member for Pil-
bara, T desire to say that so far as my
experience with aborigines goes, the state-
ments made are not horne out. I want to
say that there is one thing that an abor-
igine is equal to a white man at, and is his
saperior, but there is only the one thing
that T know of, and that is tracking, I be-
lieve an aborigine is superior to any white
man, bar one, that T have ever met, T

[ASSEMBLY.

know one white man in Queensland who
eould track better than any aborigine. In
Queensland this white man has found
lost children, babies 13 months old, after
they had been away perhaps a day or
two; when the blacks had no possible
chanee, and had failed, this white man
found them. From my experience blacks
will excel in tracking, and only one white
man in my experience has proved himself
superior to them. Their great value in
tracking is this, they can tell you how old
tracks ave, and that is the only thing
they can beat a white man at. I have
tracked in my time, and I know what
tracking is. and the blacks ean beat a
white man in telling at what time a
track was made, whether it was early in
the morning or late at night. A white
man cannot tell that; that is one of the
great virtues the blacks have. As to tak-
ing the positions of white men generally,
they ecanunot do that. There are some
things they do after a fashion; they are
very good at hunting horses, but unless
you get a boy in his infancy and teach
him he is no use. The black men we
see doing various kinds of work, and who
appear partienlarly good men, have been
tanght to do the work they are employed
at early in life. If you take a boy LU
vears of aze and keep him away from the
blacks until he is 20 he will prove very
mood in  earrying out what you have
tangbt him. As far as shearing is con-
cerned, they are not mueh good, I have
shorn with blacks, both in Queensland
and New South Wales, but not in this
State, and I ean say that blacks eannot
stand the heavy bullocking required at
sheaving. It takes a very smart black-
fellow to shear 100 sheep a day, while a
white man will shear 200.

Mr. Johnson: Suppose he does 50, he
shonid be paid.

Mr. TAYLLOR: TIn Queensland the
blacks are paid the same as the white
men, but it is too laborious a lkind of
work for the black man, He has been
brouzht up for generations to only hunt
for food, and we cannot expect him to
have the same stamina and the same
strensth as the white man. If you want
to get a good day’s work out of a nigger
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do not give him tov big a meal in the
middle of the day; we all know that if
you do he requires a siesta at about
2.30. If he has tood at one o'elock you
will pot get anything out of him until
sandown. There is something in the ar-
wument that the Government should step
in if a number of those blackiellows on
stations are recelving no remuneration
except their food and the cast-off clothing
given to them by men leaving the sta-
tions, and station hands and travellers.
The Government should step in and see
that remuneration is paid into a fund
for the beunefit of the aged and poor of
the tribe. In the first stages of stocking
a station the aborigines are ¢f more value
than white people. If a man has half-a-
dozen blackfellows on a station when he
is slarting, so that they ean beat traeks,
they are beiter than white men for the
work, bnt you must have a white man
to look after them. I dealt with
the aboriginal question in the House
some nine years ago, and 1 was then as-
sured on the best Zoundation that my
information was inacenrate. I have since
geen those persons who gave me the in-
formation, and they told me that the in-
formation is true; still, T have heard no
complaints for the last five years. The
Act which gave wider and greater powers
to the protector of aborigines to appoint
more protectors in outback places, has
done a lot of good during the last five or
six years. If members who come from
the northern areas know of anything that
is necessary {o put before the House, T
hope they will do so, hut T cannot refrain
from pointing out that while I agree
with the attitude of the Government in
sexregating, on the islands, the aborigines
who have contracted contagious diseases
for the purpose of effecting a eure—that
would have heen a wise move if it had
been earried oni vears ago—still 1 hope
what T have beard recently is not true.
T liave heard that in the northern areas
the aborigines are contracting a more
malignant disease than that which T have
spoken of—venereal disease. T was told
that the Government intend bringing down
the aborigines whe have contracted lep-
rosy and placing them on the islands used
(1171
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for venereal cases, but I am now told they
are putting these aborigines on separate
islands. A person is sufficiently handi-
capped, whether black or white, who has
eontracted a venereal disease, without be-
ing brought into close contact with men
suffering from leprosy. 1f there bhe any
truth in the statement that the aborigines
in the North-West have contracted lep-
rosy the Government shounld take prompt
action, to keep them from mixing with
other aborigines, and also never dream
for a moment of putting them on the
islands which have been set apart for
venereal cases. I have no desire to say

anything  further, but [ support the
second reading of the measure.
Mr. BUTCHER (Gascoyrde): The

member for Guildford seemed to regret
thal the Minister had not given the pro-
tector of aborigines greater powers in this
Bill. T have not had suificient time to go
through the Bill cavefully, but roughly
perusing it T am forced to the conelusion
that the Minister has given the Chief
Protector all the power that lLe requires.
From my esperience I do not think there
is any necessity to give the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines any more power than
he already has in dealing with the adult
natives. The power the Bill proposes to
give parficnlarly deals with young child-
ren and females of a tender age, and I
am pleased the Bill gives the protector
the power he desires, beeanse I know that
power, from my experience, has been
found wanting in many insiances. The
member for Guildford also regretied that
this measure did not enable the Chief
Protector to enforee some payment by
the employers, and he emphasised the
fact that the squalters were the chief
employers, T wish to undeceive the
House on this matter, T do not think the
squatters are the chief employers of na-
tives in Western Australia, nalives are
employed by all classes of people. I may
add, from my own experience, the squat-
ters are not to he hlamed for the ill-
trentment which the hon. member appears
to blame them for.

Mr. Johnson: I object to that remark.
T never insinuated in any shape or form
that the natives were ill-treated by em-
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ployers, and I wish the hon. member to
withdraw the remark,

Mr. BUTCHER: If the hon. member
had waited until I had finished what I
was going o say he wonld have seen
what the interpretation of my remarks
was. If the employment of natives is not
suflficiently rvemunerated by employers
then they are ill-treating them. I never
insinpated for a moment that the squatter
was brufally ill-treating the natives. Let
me say that the early settlers in the Novth-
West were absolutely foreed into the
position of employing the natives, YWhen
they went away back, out of all eivilised
regions, where they had no protection, and
the Government of the day could not see
their way to give them police protection
——and let me here add that I, myself, have
made applieation for police protection
and have been refused. 1 have been told
to protect myself and my property as
best T could—the only way we had
to protect ourselves was to employ
natives and prevent them from des-
troying our property, and the em-
ployers throughout the North-West dis.
tricts were foreed into the same posifion.
Probably the natives did turn out
to be a souree of remaneeation
to the seftlers in  the past when
white labour was not available: but
as time went on and the place beeame
move civilised and white labour beeame
more plentiful, what wounld have been
thought of the settlevs if they had turned
these natives off or turmed them over for
(Government support? The whole com-
munity would have been up in arms
against them. and rightly se. But they
did not do this; they eomtinued to keep
these natives; and where they employed
one native that was worth his food and
clothing, they had to feed half a dozen
others, mother, sisters, cousins, aunis, and
all his relatives, so that the labour em-
ployed was the dearest labour obtainable
in Western Australia. T say it advisedly
and unhesitatingly. I have kept station
accounts on one side where natives were
employed and the other side where white
labour was emploved, and T always pre-
fer to employ white Iabour and to pay
the highest rate of wages. hecausze T am
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certain of getting my work done eheaper
than by employing natives. But the
settlers were foreed into that position,
and pow they are asked to pay a heavy
rate of wages for a fund for the upkeep
of the old and infirm natives when they
are doing it for nothing. I do not
know of any station where they ave not
keeping old and infirm natives independ-
ent of the Government. T admit there
are exceptions where they do not keep all
the old and infirm natives, but those are
isolated instances: becavse on nearly all
the stations the relatives of those em-
ploved are kept. The hon. member spoke
of paying by contraet shearing at 23s. a
100. That is quite correet; that is what
we pay white men, and on some stations
they keep black labour to do it: but it
must not be forzotten that on those sta-
tions they keep the blacks all the year
round, so that in many instances they are
paxing double the 255. a hundred in
keeping these natives idle during many
seasons, and in keeping their relatives
also, T do not envy my neighbomrs so
far as Dblack labour is concerned; they
can have it all. Tt is said the blacks are
excellent for tracking horses. They are
if a man is not in a hurry to get his
horge, but if a man is in a hurry for his
hovge he had heiter go for it himself, be-
cause if the native sees the frack of an
iguana he will be after it and he away
bevond reach. The whole thing is im-
agination pure and simple, T eontend it
wpuld be a great mistake to do anything
to disturb the feeling that now exists be-
tween the pastoralists and the natives, or
to do anything to eanse the pastoralists
to turn the natives off on to the hands of
the Government so that the Gavernment
would have to keep them. T do not think
we are justified in pntting this tax on the
revenue of the State, especinlly when the
settlers ave just as willing as ever to
keep them. In the establishment of the
lock hospitals the Government have un-
dertaken a work of a great humanitarian
noafure, and it refleets great cvedit upon
them. We have a disease that is destroy-
ingn the wnatives from the North to the
South, and it was high time the (Govern-
ment took some steps fowards trving to
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cure it. They took the only eourse open
to them, and I am sorry the member for
Pilbara should use such disparaging re-
marks towards the (toevernment and con-
demn them for not going furtber and
taking steps to absolutely cure the na-
tives.  The only thing the Government
can do is to take those who are suffering
severely and do something towards im-
proving their condition. I do not think
we can ever hope to abselutely stamp out
the disease altogether from the natives,
because it was too far advanced. To show
what good the Government have done in
this respect I understand there are about
120 natives now avrived at Carnarvon for
transport to the islands for treatment,
and we have already 119 on the islands,
which shows there is some justification
for the work the department have done.
I am nuite satisfied the department are
doing their best to stamp out the disease.
‘With reference to the loathsome disease
known as leprosy, which has made its
appearance in the North-West, I was
given to understand the Government
were going to remove natives affeeted to
the lock hospitals for treaiment, but I
ani pleased to tell the House the Govern-
ment have entirely changed their minds
in this respeet. T do not know anything
that would canse a greater scare through-
out the country than if the Government
were to shift the natives suffering from
snch a loathsome disease to any part of
the country where it might be easy to
disseminate it right through the whole of
Weslern Australia, but I have received
a promise from the department that this
is not going to be the case.  The Bill
gives the Chief Protector of Aborigines
all the power he requires, and ¥ hope the
day will be far distant yet when it will
be sonpht to interfere in any way with
the settlers in their employment of
natives, unless it can be shown there is
some grave injustice or ill-treatment
done to the natives. Of course. then we
need the law amply stringent to be able
to deal with ¢ases when they arise.

The MINISTER FOR MINES ({in
reply): All the power the Chief Pro-
teetor deems necessary, after the experi-
ence of the working of the Aet from
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1905, has been given in this Bill, and I
think that should satisfy hon. members.
1t is hardly necessary for me to speak in.
reply to some of the arguments raised by
hon. members, beecanse the member for
CGrascoyne has explained better than T can
do some of the puints raised in regard to
the measure, But I shonld like to say in
reply to the membher for Guildford that
if he will look up the second paragraph
of Clause 13 he will find that we desire
to take certain powers in regard to per-
mits. If we have this amendment carried
permits will be allowed in the future but
will not be binding upon the aborigines,
they will only be binding upon the em-
ployers. That takes away any of the ob-
jections the hon. member raised.

Mr, Johnson: It does not get over the
question of remuneration.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No;
and in my opinion that is very wise. If
a onative is able to earn wages there is
no power to coerce him to take employ-
ment. I do not know that we would ad-
vanee the cause of the natives in any
sense if we provided them with money or
with the means o earn money, most of
which would be spent in drink, I am
afraid.

Mr. Johnson: No one suggested it, it
would bave been madness to do so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
thought the hon. member had.

Mr. Johnson: Noj; T said the money
could be paid into the Aborigines De-
partment for the nse of the nalives.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
we would have an outery about slavery,
an outery that we were utilising these
natives and compelling them to earn
money, and taking the money from them
and spending it as we thonght fit.

Mr. Underwood: Do not worry abont
that; yon have it now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Many
people fail to recognise the great work
Western Australia had been deing during
the past few years, work which wiil bear
comparison with work done in any other
conntry in the world so far as looking
after aborigines is coneerned,

Mr. Underwood : Killing them off faster
than in any other country on earth.
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The MINTSTER FOR MINES: In-
stead of repeating parrot eries members
> might give eredit for the good work dote.
Great eredit should be given for the work
done in conneetion with the loek hospi-
tals. No doubt we cannot take eharge of
all cases of disease that occar throughout
the bush of Western Australia at one and
the same time; there is not room for them
all; but good work is being done. There
is a large number of natives now coming
down, picked up all throngh Ashburton
and the goldfields down to Sandstone, and
these, numbering 120, are being taken to
the hospitals. We have turned out 100
cured, while at present on the islands
there ave a large number fit to go out
and return to their disiriets. In regard
to the cases of leprosy, it has been decided
that there shall be a quarantine station
for these cases apart from the lock hospi-
tals, so members need have no tear in taal
direction. 1 am advised by the Chief
Protector that right through the North-
West and the Kimberleys there is hardly
a single instance of any pastoralist who
claims money for the npkeep of natives.

Mr. Underwood : What about Galbraith
at Wallal?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
may be individual insthuces, but T am
giving the assurance ot the Chief Pro-
tector there ic hardly a single instance
throughout all that country where pay-
went is made, and in the ease mentioned
by the hon. member the gentleman named
is a relieving ofticer appointed by the
Government tor the purpose of relieving
cases, and is naturally paid for the ser-
vices bhe vendevs to the nafives. [ made
a long trip through that territory and [
was more than satisfied with the way the
pastoralists looked after the natives. il
was rather interesting. [ have just heen
advised that My, Twitchem of Ashburton,
who sold his pastoral property recenily,
has placed a sum of £1.000 in the hands
of trustees, and the inferest on this money
is to be utilised for the care and elothing
of the natives in the distriet where he
sold his property,

Mr. Jolhuoson: That is recognition of
services rendered.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: T think
il is a case well worthy of mention.

Mr. Johnson: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think it would be wise for the State
to farm these men out and ailow wages
te be charged and to gather remuneration
for their services. Where the pastoral-
ists employ these men they always keep
# laree number of indigent natives, rela-
tives and members of the families of
those emploved. The member for Mt
Margavet poinls out that they are all
members of one great family in one tribe,
and they are generally cared for on the
stations.  In reference to the work done
by the department, we are spending
£25.000 per annum in its npkeep. This
shows there has been no desive for parsi-
mony, We bave been anxicus to do all
that ecan veasonably be expected, and [
think that the Government have been
assisted, to a great extent, by the pns-
toralists of the back country, In vefer-
ence to the treatment of the half-castes,
1 think it would be wise to allow the
amendments to stand. It is the desive of
the Chief Protecior of Aborigines to get
hold of these children and take steps to
have them properly brought up and
trained. We all recognise the terrible
life these people lead in the bush, and if
we ¢an do anything to improve the eondi-
tions under which these half-castes live
it is onr duly to de it. Al we are askingy
in connectton with these ehildren is that
the same powers shall be given to the
Chief Protector and these institutions as
we have under the State Children’s Aet.
In Committee T shall be pleased to con-
sider any amendment which may be ve-
garded as necessary for the better pro-
teclion of the natives.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mz, Taylor in the Chair, the Minister
for Mines in charee of the Bill.

Clause 1—S8hort title:

The MINISTER FOR MINES movel
an amendment—

That in line 2 “1910” be struck out
ond “1911" inserted in lieu,
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Amendment passed; clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 7:

Mr. JOIINSON: It was proposed to
appoint an additional ofticer who would
share the functions of the Chief Pro-
tector.

The Minister for Mines: It is only o
matter of form.

Mr. JORNSOX: The officer lo be ap-
poinfed would have the title, and in the
publie service puyment was made aceord-
ing to title and not aceording to the work
performed. The reports of the protec-
tors for the past two years contained no
reference to the difficuliies whieh we were
told demanded this appointment and that
being so we should hesitate before inecne-
ring the increased expenditure. He would
be the last to advoeate a reduetion of
expenditure mn conneetion with the eare of
natives. but the necessity for this pro-
posed increased expenditure was not at
all elear. He agreed with the member for
Pilbara that the expenditure should he
increased in certain divections, But while
recognising this we had also to see that
the distribntion of the relief and the pro-
tection of the aborigines was not over-
loaded by the salaries of departmental
officers. It was to avoid this he raised the
question as to whether suflicient informa-
tion had been given to justify the appoint-
ment.

Mz. UNDERWOOD: We had hed ne
explanation of the duties attaching to this
proposed new appointment; indeed he
might ask why was it necessary to appoint
a depuiy chief proteetor? 1t might be
said that a clerk would fill the post. Tf
that were so. then surely we conld do wifh-
out the Chief Protector altogether and
pot a elerk in Lis place. TFf we were going
tn hand over to a clerk all the powers and
functions of the Chief Protector while the
Chief Protector iook a trip to China, then
clearly the clerk could do the work alto-
gether. Tt was not advisable (o have
divided control such as was sugpested in
the elause. The elerk would have the
power to deal fully with all corrvespond-
ence and complaints whieh might eome in
during the absenee of the Chief Protector.
and it might easily happen that the Chief
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Proterior would make a special trip in
ordet to be away when a eertain question
should reach head quarters for settlement,
some quesfion whieh the Chief Protector
was anxions that somebody else should
deal with. If this sifuation were to arise
the elerk would deal with the question,
and subseruently it wonld be easy for the
Chief Protector to throw on to the clerk
any opprobrium connected with the pro-
ceeding.

The Minister for Mines: That is a very
charitable idea.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD: It has been em-
ployed to a great extent in eenneetion with
(tovernment departments and should be
provided against. Tt was possible that the
complaint he (Mr, Underwood) had made
from Port Hedland in regard to diseased
natives being held there to the danger
of the people and the misery of the natives
had been dealt with by a clerk while the
Chief Protector was travelling round the
country with au officer from the Agri-
cultural Department. He trusted the Min-
ister could give some good explanation of
the necessity for the clanse.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
very charitable to suppose that the Chief
Protector would be ready to throw on the
clerk responsibility which he should take
himself. Tlie hon. member knew well that
in regard to the eomplaint from Port Hed-
land referred to no effort had been made
to throw any respnsibility on any elerk.
As for ihe question asked for by the
member for (fuildford, the desire was that
the chief protector shonld, as far as pos-
sible. spend his iime in the back eonntry
making himself fully conversant with the
natives and their requirements. TUnder
the parent Aet a great deal of responsi-
hility was thrown on the (‘hief Protector
in regard to matters requiring weekly
attention. matters which if not promptix
attended to would involve the hanging up
of the whole of the administrative work.
All that was asked was legislative author-
ity to delegate administrative anthority.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mem-
bers would agree that for the beiter ad-
ministration of the department it was
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essential that the Chief Protecbor should
make himself as conversant as possible
with the conditions of the blacks. It was
the desire of the department, therefore,
that the -Chief I’rotector should spend a
good deal of his time in the country
amongst the natives, but as there was a
large amount of administrative work to
bhe done from day to day in the Perth
office, work that could not be delayed
without seriously affecting the proper
working of the department, it was neces-
sary that there should be a deputy pro-
tector with power to earry out the work
of the Chiel Protector during his absence.
He hoped, therefore, that the eclause
would be allowed to stand as printed.

Mr. BUTCHER: It would be a mistake
to appoint a deputy protector. It would
be contrary to all business principles to
have dual control in an office like this,
and it would lead te nothing else but eon-
fusion. If during the temporary absence
of the Chief Protector, there was another
man acting in his stead, the Chief Protector
might find it necessary to unde all that
had been done by his deputy. If it was
necessary that somebody should act dur-
ing the absence of the Chief Protector
and the Minister eonld not undertake the
work, specified duties should be delegated
to some olher officer in the department.
To appoint another person with equal
powers in the =ame department wonld
lead fo chaos, and he hoped that the Min-
ister wonld congent to an amendment to
eive Ihe Chief Protector authority to
delegate his powers during his absence for
spectfic purposes.

Me. PRICE: It was a most unusual
proceeding to have two ollicers with equal
powers administering one department and
such nn arranzement must inevitably lend
to chaes, The depuly might take a certain
course of action, and the Chief Protector
might nullify that aetion by issning
strietly eontrary orders. A good way out
of the difficulty had been suggested hy
ihe member for (Fascoyne.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt
did not appear that any diffienlty could
arise. As he had already pointed out it
was desirable that the Chief Protector
should travel about the country instead of
remaining in the office, but, as many daily
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administrative aets were necessary, the
Crown Law Department considered that
the appointment of a deputy to exercise
the powers of the Chief Proteetor during
his absence would be the best course to
adopt,

My, PRICE: Section 7 of the Aet zave
the Chief Protector and the Minister
power to appoint and dismiss protectors
but if the deputy were to be vested with
powers equal with those of the Chief ’ro-
teetor, he alsv would be able to appoint
and dismiss men, and we might have the
Chief Protector dismissing a man and his
deputy reappointing him.

Mr. BUTCHER : Surely the Chief Pro-
tector waonld not be required to travel alt
his fime; if he travelled six months he
would surely get enongh knowledge to
keep him at work in his office wtil new
conditions arese. But supposing that he
were travelling and gave instrunetions that
something should be done, his deputy in
the Perth office might nol see eye to eve
with him and would not emry out those
instruetions. In  such  eircumstances
whose aunthority would prevail?

The Minister for Mines: The last para-
wraph makes that elear.

Mr. BUTCHER : The best eourse would
be to lhave a person appointed by the
Chiel Protector to earry out specified
duties, but his powers should not exceed
these dulies. He hoped that the Minister
would recommit or postpone the elause
%0 s to enable a suitable amendmenl to
he framed.

Mr, OSBORN: To give effect (o the
amendment suggested by the member for
Gascovne, all that would be necessary
would be to strike out the words “‘the
Governor” and substitute the words “lhe
Chief PProtector;’’ in other words they
could take the anthority out of ihe hands
of the Governor and put it into the bands
of the Chief Protector. That amendment
could be made without posiponing the
elause. The Chief Proteetor should have
authority to appoeint some officer to earty
out his office duties during his absence.
and that he thought was all {hat the Gov-
ernment desired to de.

Mr. BUTCHER: ‘The clause woulid
lead to all sorts of difficulties if the al-
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terations were not made. He moved an
amendment :—

That in line 3 the word “Governar”

be struck out and “Chief Protector” in-

serted In lieu,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
matter was of sufficient importance to
warrant an appointment being made by
the Governor, and therefore he could not
see the wisdom of the amendment.

Mr, JOHNSOXN : While there might be
spme argnment against the exaet wording
of the amendment, the object the member
for Gascoyne desired to gain was worthy
of consideration. He (Mr. Johnson)
raised the guestion of administration; and
the Minister replied that it was not pro-
proposeil to appuint a speeial officer, but
someone in the offiee to earvy ouat the
duties of the Chief Protector during the
latter’s absence. If an under seeretary
were absent from the State, someone
wounld he appointed to act on his behalf.
Why could that not be done s far as the
Chiel Protector was eoncerned?

The Minister for Mines: We bhave lo
comply with the pavenl Act.

My, JOHNSON: Why could it not be
stated that someone might sign as deputy
protector? Moreover, we could not ex-
pect on questions of this deseription two
men to work from exaetly the same point
of view, Tf it was necessary to make such
provision for the Deputy Chief Protector
there should he some otler wav of doing
it. The Minister ought to postpone the
further consideration of the elause. Tt
was desived o proteci the State against
having twa protectors of aborigines eon-
trolling the department.

Mr. OSBORN: The Minister’s atten-
tion should be drawn to the last para-
eraph of Section 7 of the Act. whieh held
the Chief Protector responsible te the
Minister for earrving out the Aet
throughont the Siate. but it eould not be
seen where it gave the Chief Protector
the power to endorse anyvthing that his
deputy might have done duoring his ab-
sence. If the deputy had the same power
as the Chief Protector, then the deputv
ghould be responsible fo the Minister just
as the Chief Protector was, TIf the Chief
Protector had to take all the responsi-
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bility, and if lhis deputy was not respon-
sible to him, or to the Minister, for what
he did during his absence, the position
wonld be somewhat complicated. The
deputy should certainly be responsible to
either the Minister or to the Chief Pro-
rector.

Mr., BUTCHER: The reason for his
anxiety about the clause was that he knew
well that the administration of the depart-
ment had been a farce until the appoint-
ment of a man who had had a lifelong
experience of the aborigines of the State.
Sinee then the department had been put
on a sownl footing, and the administra-
fton was a credit to the Government,
even thongh it was a huge order to ad-
minister such a department. Therefore,
why jeopardise to any extent the good
work which had already been done? Now
we were trying 1o bring in a fresh poliey.
Tt was proposed to appeint a man ty ad-
minister the department with powers

equal to  those held by the Chief
Protector. and who would exereie
those powers doring a six or twelve

months’ tour hy  the Chief TProtee-
tor, The deputy might not be bound
to follew the poliey of the Chief Protfee-
tor, and he might reverse the policy of
the prineipal officer, a poliey whieh, per-
haps, had been very suceessful.

Amendment (that the word “Governo”
be struck out) pnt and passed.

Mr. JOHNSON: The decision of the
Committee was a elear indication that 1he
clause was not necessary. For instance,
it was not pessible now to pnt in  fthe
words whieh the member for Gaseovne
Irad snggested.

The Minister for Mines: Do vou waut
to lose the Bill?

Mr. JOHNSON: No; but the words
which it was proposed to insert would nat
have the effect the hon. member desired.
The Minister now should allow the clause
to be deleted. Tt was not necessary, and
the Committee showed that they were
against it as proposed.

My, PRICE: The Chief Proteetor
would have the appointment of the de-
puty, and he would expressly stipulate
what powers and to what extent the de-
pnty should exereise the functions of the
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Chief Protector. He snggested the inser-
tion of the words, “ibe Chief Protector
with the sanction of the Exeentive” We
should not make the Chief Protector a
law unto himself,

Mr. BUTCHER: There was a neces-
sity for a clause of this deseription,
therefore the Committee should not strike
it out. He resented very mueh the atti-
iude of the Minister on this matter, The
Minister seemed to think that the Com-
mittee were hostile to the Bill, but the
Committee had the right to amend any
Bill withont the Minister making any
threat thal if the amendment was carried
the Bill wonld be lost. He (Mr, Butcher)
wished to see the Bill made a perfect one.

Amendment (to insert the words “Chief
Proteetor”) put and passed.

Me. JOHNSOXN : The clause would now
read that the Chief Protector might ap-
point any person {o be the deputy of the
Chief Protector, and so forth. What was
the difference between the eclause as
amended and the clause as printed? Was
it to be supposed that the Chief Protector
would make any appointment without the
approval of the Minister? If the Mini-
ster appointed a person he would only do
g0, in 99 cases out of 100, on the recom-
mendation of the Chief Prolector., The
Chief Protectaor would recommend to the
Minister and the Minister would take the
recommendation to the Execntive Conneil
as a matter of form, and the same thing
wonld oeerr with ihe amended clanse. He

apposed  the passing of the clause as
amended.
The CHAIRMAN: Tf no further

amendment was carried, it would be ne-
cessary for the clanse to he redrafted,
which he tuok wonld be consequential, The
clanse now read, “The ("hief Protector
may appoint any person to he the depuly
of the Chief Protector.” 1t should read,
“The Chief Protector may appoint any
person Lo he lus deputy.” He would take
the amendment to he consequential unless
the Committee decided otherwise.

A, MeDowall: Was it consequential ?

The CHATRMAN: Tnless the Com-
miltee decided otherwise he would rule
it was consequential. :

Clanse. as amended. asreed to.
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Clauses 3, +—agreed to.
Clause 5— Amendmeni of Section 18:

Mr. JOHNSON moved an amend-
ment—
That in line gne after “amended”

the following be added ; (4a.) “Shall
provide for payment by the employer
of such wages as the protector con-
siders reasonable and.”
The object was to get away from granting
permits to employers, whether pastoralists
or teamsters, to work natives without giv-
ing them some remuneration, The cost
of maintaining indigent aboriginals and
children ran into something like £25,000
4 year. The able-bodied natives were em-
ployed by the pastoralists and persons in
the North-West and nothing was paid
other than the food supplied and possibly
a little clothing. There were instances,
despite what the Minister had said, of
pastoralists employing native labour and
at the same time getting from the Govern-
went payment for provisions granted to
the indigent natives on their estaies. No
one would dispute Mr. Tsdel as being one
of the best authorities in the State ou the
aborigine question. Tn his report for
1908 —amd it was to he noted no reference
was made fo this malter in the last re-
port—2Ar, Isdel stated—

A number of the indigents at La
Grange Bay do not belong to the eoast,
but lLave been mought up from the
back country by their relatives. Messrs,
Itiddle and Edgar, of Yardogang Sta-
tion. and Eacott of Frazier Plains
Station. receive Government assisiance
for feeding indigent natives. Mr. Geo.
Roe of Thango Station received assist-
ance up to the end of last year, but not
s0 this vear. Personally, T think it an
imposition for slations to seek Crov-
ernmeni assistance in this direction, as
they bave the use of other natives,
have oecupied their land, and I think
it is only fair that they shonld feed
the old vnes, whose land they used for
their own benefit.

In another part of the report it was
stated that three of the stations employed
permanently 18 males, 19 females, and
i bovs under sixteen years of age, and
thev supporied 6 males and 7 females
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as indigent aberigines. It was to over-
come instances of thal deseription that he
wished to msert the amendment. In the
majority of cases ihese natives were not
employed on the stations or by teamsters
for fun, they were emploved because they
could do eertain work; but while they
were cariying out this labour the people
of the State were supplying the necessar-
ies of lite for the remainder. Those who
could work should do something to assist
the State in maintaining the unfortunates
not able te work. No doubt it was unwise,
as the Minister said on the second read-
ing, to give the natives money. The ob-
ject ot the amendment was that the re-
muneration arranged should be paid to
the Chief Proteetor to use it for the par-
pose of assisting those who eonld not
work. Oun the 4th of October, 1909, the
Chief' Protector of Aborigines issued the
following eircular to the settlers, as he
termed them, of the North-West :—

The ¢uestion of pastoral leaseholders
in the North-West who are employers
of native labour. eharging the Govern-
ment for the relief of indigent natives
resirdling at the homesiead and ontsta-
tion is now under consideration, and I
am writing with a view of obtaining an
expression of opinion from yon on the
subject. Tt is extremely gratifving and
vefreshing for me to he able to stale
that there are a number of sruatters
who. after bearing the heat and burden
of the early pioneering days. assisted
mostly by native labour. realise their
obligations to those natives who have

arown too old for further serviee, and -

who are the parenis or reiatives of the
vounger emplovees. by providing them
with the neressaries of life at their own
expense, These men are to be com-
mended for their actions. and thev de-
serve fle thanks of the Government.
To the others whe have not aceepted
their responsibility in the above diree-
tion T am now appealing, and T trust
that after giving the ¢uestion that gen-
erous econsideration which it deserves,
von will fall into line with those who
do not charge the Government for
feeding old natives, who were born in
the eountry from which in many in-
stances large profits are vearly made

3257

by pastoralisis from flocks and herds
depasturing thereon. If you cannot see
vour way clear to maintain such nalives
at your expense I shall be pleased if you
will advise me, stating vour reasons for
surh refusal. as it i3 my intention. if
the settlers will not fall in with my
views, to lay the wlole question before
the Government. The general per-
mit system is. 1 am intormed. work-
ing satisfaclorily, and unless 1 am
foreed 1o do so T have no wish
to make any alteration; but T wish
to point out to yon that under the
provisions of the Aborvigines et power
is given to protectors to grant permits
tu employ native labowr nnder any con-
ditions whieh they may think fit and
proper, and unless T lave very suffi-
cient ground for doing otherwise, the
renewal of permits miay be subject to
conditions in the direction of the sob-
jeel matter of this letter, or ecertain
olher conditions which may not be so
aceeptable as the present system under
which natives are employed.
That letter absolutely endorsed the views
he {Mr. Johnson) was expressing. The
Chief Protector realised the present sys-
tem was nol n fair one and that the pas-
toralists should not employ this labonr
unless they in turn compensated the State
in some divection. The Chief Protector’s
sugzestion was fhat they shonld maintain
indigent aborigines, but the number that
was maintained was so small in compari-
son with the amount of labour the pas-
toralists and ofliers received from the ab-
origines that it was not fair compensa-
tion and we should go a little further and
lay it down that the remuneration ar-
ranged should be paid into the Aborigines
Department as he suggested.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member proposed to go further and
fix the rate of wages for these nntives at
not less than ten shillings per week for
each emplovee, He could not agree with
the hon. member in regard to the valne
of the work done by these aborigines.
Having travelled over a good many sta-
tions in the Roebonrne and Pilbara dis-
tricts. he was surprised at the great care
of the natives taken by the pastoralists
in the distriefs in the diceetion of food
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and clothing provided te the indigent and
old natives settled around the statious
free of any cost to the Government. The
suggestion of the hon. member for the
wages earned by the aborigines to be paid
into the Chief Protector wonld, he hon-
estly thought., constitule a system of
slavery,
Mr. Johnsou: Whal have we now?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Under
the Bill we would have power to give a
permit for the employment of a native,
and if we fixed the rate of wage to be
paid ond that the wages earned should be
paid to the (‘hief Protector of Abori-
gines to help in some sense to pay for
the other blacks in the community, it
would be very unfair to the black earning
the monev, If we allowed the aborigines
to take the mouey so earned the weneral
direction of spending the money would
be in the purehase of liquer. and that
would tend to degi'ade the blacks and cer-
tainly would not be helpful towards them.
The ohject of the Bill was to grani per-
mits in certain distriets, whieh would he
in the North-West, and not to have agree-
ments. The permits wonld be binding
npon the employers only and not upon
the employees. There would be no coer-
cion on the bhlacks; they conld leave their
employment when and how they chose:
but once an emplover
it would he binding upon him. The sys-
tem advocated by the lion. member could
not be so good; it would probably he
found to be bad, Tf a man enrned money
he was entitled to il. Tt would be had if
we indenfured these blacks at a fixed rate
of wage and kept the money, even if it
were expended in the general welfare of
the blacks, and tlrose earning the money
wonld naturally get restive if they found
their wages were being paid to the Stale
and they had no eontrol in any way over
the expenditure of the money they
earned,

AMr. OBBORN: One could not agree
with many of the remarks of the member
for Guildford with rezard to the treat-
ment of aborigines. The hon. member
would lead others to believe that the na-
tives were worked under the mest tryving
cireumstances and were practically com-

fixed a permit -
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pelled to work without any covering and
that the elothing they had was mosily
given them by passers-by. That was
absolutely ineorrect. The natives were
well cared for. well kept, and well clothed,
and if a nalive was seen on a hot ay
without a shirt it was merely that the
nalive preferred to carry his elothing in
a wagon in preference to wearing it: it
was cerlainly no indieation (hat the
native was not supplied with clothing.
The pastoralists of Roebonrne and
other emplovers of native labour were
very anxicus the natives should be as ecom-
fortable as possible. so thal they would
he contented and remain in employment.
Tn vegard to the vemuneration the pas-
tovalists received by emploving these
blacks ai little expense other than supply-
ing food, the pastoralists of Roehourne
wonld he very wlad, with few exeeptions,
indeed with none, if the Government eould
seg their way clear to remove the whole
of the natives from the variouns stations
and relieve [he pastoralists of the
nuisance of keeping and feeding the in-
digent natives and of the trouble the
natives enused in respeet to their work.
The Government might establish a scheme
such as that in the Kimberleys where the
natives could be placed upon some station
and bhe controlled by the State. There
were others who employed natives besides
the pastoralists. There were few team-
sters who did not have native boys and
they were glad to get them. Not only
teamsters, but prospectors and miners also
used Chem. wlhile many of them did a
little prospeeting for themselves. When
aquoting the letier of the chief proteetor
the hon, member might have been fair
euongh w read out lhe footuote. which
was as follows:—

I am verv pleased to report that T
have received a very hiheral response to
the above from many of the squatters,
which has vesnited in a saving to the
Government of £830 per annum in this
direetion alone.

The amendment would tend to compel the
State to at onee make provision for the
entire npkeep of fhe whole of the natives
in the North, for it any further restrie-
tions were placed on native labour the
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sguatiers wounld ask the Government to
take all the natives off their hands. As
for the natives shearing without payment,
he knew of at least one station that em-
Ploved these native sheavers during shear-
ing time only and supported them during
the whale of the vear.

Mr. BUTCHER : If it were his wish ro
do the aborigines an injury, or to do the
snuatters o good tuwrn at the expense of
the natives, he would support the amend-
ment.  The memher for Guildford had
no idea of the effect of 1he amendment or
he would not have moved it. It did oot
follow that becnnse al certain seasons of
the year the sefilers employed natives
without paying them wages that labour
was necessarily remunerative.  As a mat-
ter of fact it was the most expensive
labour that eould be employed on a sta-
tion in Western Australia, and at the
same time the most unreliable.  Still, the
natives lad been in those northern dis-
trict= all thelr lives, and the pioneer
squilters and  settlers reeognised their
responsibilities and obligations to those
natives who had assisted them to make
their stations when no other labour was

availahle, 1f the Governmenl were going
to  put  any forther restrietions upon

native labour, these squatters wounld throw
all the uatives on to the hands of the Gov-
ernment.  Afrer remarking that it was
extremely gratifving to be able to stale
that a number of squatiers were eonsider-
ate in their treatment of the natives, the
chief protector in hig report had gone
on fo state that there were others who had
not accepied their respousibilities in that
direction,  The others referred tn were
newcomers who had purchased the lease-
holds from the original pioneering pas-
toralists, and lhese neweomers did not re-
ernize any obligation to take over the
natives on the stations: nor was it fair
that these newcomers should be expected
to take over any such obiigations which,
however they might have appealed to the
original vwners. had nothing whatever to
do with the new purehasers. As evidence
of what the earlier owners had done, he
wauld refer to the action of Mr. Samuel
MeKay whe, svme 12 months ago, had
devoted a huge snm of money towards the

upkeep and maintenance of natives in the
North-West.  Je. Twiteham. another of
the eavly pioneers of the North, had also
devoted a large sum towards the same
purpose.  1hd this vot go to show that a
vrear deal more had been done for the
natives by ihe early settlers and pas-
tovalists than ever they conld lawfully
have heen called upon to do? There weve
no other people in the whole of the Com-
monwealth who had done more for the
benefit of the aborigines than had the early
setilers’ of the North and North-West:
nor was theve any othet community of
peeple on God’s earth happier and move
contented than were the aborigines now
employed by the settlers in the North-
West of Western Australia.

My, JOHNSOXN: It was uol his wish lo
deny that the aborigines employed in the
North-\West were happy. Their sense of
Lappiness contemplated merely a small
ameunt of work, a covering at night, and
as many square feeds as possible during
the day. Tis amendment was not on be-
half of the aborigines at all, but was
aimed at relieving the burden of the white
men.  Hon, members from the North
would lead the Commitiee to believe it
was the squatier who was maintaining ibe
indigent natives, If so where was our
£25000 a year going ? While a return
was prepared showing the number of in-
digenl natives maiutained by the State,
there wag no velurn te show the number
of permits issned (or the employment of
natives.  Sueh a retwrn would probably
digelose the fact that the natives so em-
ploved were twice as many as the indigent
natives. The Minister had said that il
an nborigine were paid he would use the
money for the purchase of aleohol. Pro-
bably that was frne: but, his (Mr. Joha-
son’s) desire was to overcome the difti-
eulty. Was it to be always held that be-
cause The aborigine had no sense of the
value of money the employer was to gat
the reward of that omission? He knew
there were humane employers in fhe
North as well as anvwhere else, but he
could say there were there employers who
were using able-bodied natives on the one
hand. and on the other elaiming State
money fo maintain the indigeni natives
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ou their statipns. I had been said that
if this provision were enforeed there would
be no native labour employed. That had
been the stock arpument for years and le
did not adwit that il was true; but, if all
ihe natives were put off the stations, he
questioned whether it would cost the State
more lo teed and e¢lothe them than it did
to-day, heeanse insteall of the present
happy-go-lucky method of distributing
food and clothing, the natives would be
kept rogether on reserves and the distri-
bution would take place in a business-like
manner, There were aborigines employed
in other parts of Lhe State bestdes ihe
North-West; they were employed in the
metropolitan area. There was no neces-
sily to employ them, bat they were wade
use of because they were cheap labour.
If this wage of ten shillings per week
were paid Lhe labour would still be cheay,
bt instead of 1he Stale having to pro-
vide £25,000 per ammum for the support
of the indigent natives, there would be a
tumber of able-hodied natives contribuit-
ing to pay the cusl of Ihis assistance.
Pastoralists and others were using this
labour and (he aborigine was selling it,
and the State shounld see that he got more
for it than his foed. The faet that the
native did not know the value of money
was no reason why he should be allowed
to be exploited in this manner. The
Minisier had stated thal if a wage were
insisted upon and it was paid to 1he
Chief Protector, we would be introducing
a system of slavery. Whas it any more
slavery to work for a remuneration thun
it was to work under Ihe same eondilions
for no remuneration! Was it slavery to
ftax a man in order that he might coniri-
bule towards the mainlenance of  le

State? Our duty to the State demanded
that we shonld gel some return to the

State instead of il going to those wln
werg furtunate envngh fo be able lo emn-
ploy these aborigines, whilst the taxpayer
of tie State generally was ealled upon to
pay.

Amendment put and division taken with
the foellowing reseult.

Aves .. .- R 1}
Noes .. .. ..o 21
Majority against DY
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AVES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Balton Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Collier . Mr. Price
Mr. Gill «  Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Gourley . Mr, Swan
Mr. Heltmapn Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Holman ‘ Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson (Tellery.
Mr. Johnson |

NoES.
Mr. Brown ' Ar. Jacoby
Mr. Buicher Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitctell

Mr. Daglicsh Mr. Monget

Mr. Davies Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson

Mr. Gordon I Mr. Osborn

Mr. Grogory Alr. Piesse

Mr. Hardwick | Mr., F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman

Mr. Hayward (Teller;.

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauges G to 9—agreed {o.

Clause 10— Amendment of Sechion 4o:

The MINISTER FOR MINFS moved
an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subclause 4 the
words “one tenth” Dbe struck out and
“one fifth” be inserted in lieu.

The subelause provided that the minimum
penally for =upplying intoxicating liquor
ur wpium to a native should be one-tenth
of the maxiumm. The Licensing Bill
made the penalty oue-fitth, and the amend-
meni was to Tollow the fines of the Licen-
sing Bill and make the punishment for
{hix aifence greater. That meant that any
person who supplied liquor tn a native
would he fined at least £20,

Amendment put and passed; the clause
ax anmended acveed to.

('lause 11—agpreed 1o,

(Clause 12—No plea of guilty te be en-
tered except with the approval of a pro-
tector:

The MINISTER FOR MINES movel
an amendment— .

That in line forty-twe the following
words he struck out:—%who having at
any time received any rations from any
fustitution or establishment maintained
hy the Stale”

The clause as drafted would prevent the
Government from deporting anv criminal
ahoriginal. Many recommendations had
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been made as to the best meavs of punigh-
ing natives for cattle stealing and other
offences, but it was thonght that the most
effective punishment would he the deport-
ation of the native from his own district
and his confinement to a reserve in some
other dislriet, It was recognised that
natives were very much atraid even when
they were taken to the lock hospitals that
they wounld not be allowed 1o go back to
their distriets, and it was really believed
that this would he the punishment wlich
would be mostly feared hy the natives.
Amendment put and passed, the clanse
as amended agreed to.
Clause T4—JAmendmenl of Section G4
The MINISTER FOR MINES : A
small amendment would be necessary to
this clause fo enable the Treasurer to fix
the conditions under whieh the finaneial
statement of the Departmeni shonld he
made. He moved an amendmeni—
That the first three lines be struck
vut and the following inserted in lieu:
“Section 61 of the principal -let is
amended by adding the words ‘in the
meanner  prescribed by the  Colawial
Freasurer’ to il first poragraph of
subsection one, and by striking out the
second  paragraph of subsection one,
and by striling out subsections 2 to 6
and inseriing the following subsections
in liew thereof

Amendment” put and passed.

Mr, JOHXSON: The elause provided
for returns to be submitied to Parlinment.
It liad been his intention te move an
amendment to pavagraph G. which would
have had the effeet of cansing retums to
be riven to Parliament ghowing the num-
ber of permits issued. Under the prin-
cipal et permits could be granted for
any perivd nol exceeding 12 months for
employment on land and for a  longer
period for emploviment at sea. There was
no desire, however, on his part to move
an amendment, but lie would appeal to
the Minister to see that the House got a
return of (he number of permits issued,
There must be a record kept and it would
be n very easy matter to wive the Honse
that information.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hou. member could resi assured that the
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fullest information that could be given
would he supplied in the annual report.
Clause as amended agreed to.
(Clause 15—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Rill reported with amendmeuts,

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF
SEATS.
Reiurned trom the lLegislative Couneil
without amendment.

BILL--BRIDGETOWXN - WILGARRUP
RAILWAY. EXTENSION.
Returned from the fegistative Coun-
il without amendment.

BILL—UNIVERSITY.
Second Reading,

The PREMIER (Hon. F. Wilson}: 1t
is my pleasure and duty to-night to in-
teoduee the University Bill. a Bill whieh
I hope, if earried by thi= Parliament, will
provide the means for the establishment
of a Unmiversily in Western .\ustralia and

thus  add the coping stone to  owv
educational syslem; n  svstem  whiel

has grown in Weslern Australia from the
primary  schoals in the early days
ol the Siate to the continnation
elasses, the leehnical sehools, nntil at the
present day we are ahimt to open a
secondary sc-h{“#.!‘ ’in Peyth, and pow it
only requires Ttas final consummation to
bring the system into line with those of
the sister States and {he other parts of
the British Empire. 1t will be remem-
bered by lon. members that in Januvary,
1M, a Royval Commission was appointed
te lvise the Government as to the desir-
ahility of establishing n Udiversity, and
alzo (0 recommend whether the time
hal arrvived when a University should
he established and  to recommend
the bhest methods of management
and the means ihat shonld bhe taken to
earrv the recommendations into effeet.
The thanks of the Government and Par-
liament and alse of the country are cer-
tainlyv due to the gentlemen who aecepted,
in an honurary eapacity. the responsibil-
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ity of inquiring inte this university ques-
tion. The Commission was composed of
the following gentlemen:—8ir Winthrop
Hackett, who was chairman: the Right
Reverend Dr. Rilev. Bishop of Perth:
Mr. Ceeil Andrews, Inspector General of
Schools; Sir Walter James, the Rev. Bro-
ther Nunan., Mr. Henry Buriggs, Mr.
Thomas Bath. a member of this House;
Mr. F. B. Allen, Director of Technieal
Edueation; Mr. W. E. Cooke, Dr
Saw, and Dv. J. W. Smiih. Al
these gentlemen have given their time
and their labour free to this work. To
the chairman, Sir Winthrop Haekett, |
think we are specially indebted, beeause
he not only spent some considerable time
when he was in England and Ireland early
last year in inguiring into the working of
the more modern universities of the old
country, but he has also very generously
offered to found a Chair of Agriculture
at his own expense when the university
is established. Tis Lordship, Bishop
Riley, has also taken a keen interest in
this work, and in 1908. when lhe was in
England, he took the opportunity of visit-
ing the universities of Cambridue, Man-
chester, Liverpool, and Birmingham, and
gathered some useful information for the
Commission an that oecasion, whilst the
honorary secretary, Mr. BRattyve has un-
doubtedly rendered very valuable serviee
indeed in that eapacity to the (ommis.
sion, He has also delivered a very highly
instraetive and enmprelensive lecture on
the subject at the winter, aries of the lec-
tures in the Trades Hall in Perth: re-
peating that lecture at Kalgoovlie in the
town hall in August before a general
audience. aud T have had the pleas-
sure  of reading the manuseript of
the lecture. and T must say  that
it  was very clear and eoncise.
and immediately gives ome a  grasp
of the position. the necessity for fhe ex-
tablirhment of thix oniversity. and also.
I think, reflects great eredit on the pen-
tleman who delivered the lecture, inas-
much as it widens the seppe of one’s ideas
in regard to edueational institutions of
this sort. The vesult of the labours of
this Royal Commission is that we have a
very admirable report which members,
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no duvubt. have glanced over, if they have
not had the opportunity of perusing. The
report although condensed in volume is
vet preguant with information and
direct rvecommendations on this import-
anf question, and has, as an appen-
dix. the Bill which T have now the plea-
sure of infroducing for the aceeptance of
this Honse. It may not, T think, be aut
of place to oceupy the attention of the
Honse for a few minutes whilst we take
a short veview of the progress of the edu-
cational system in Western Australia
sinee its ineeption. If dates back to 1871,
practically when our first Elementary
Education Aet was passed under the old
svstem of C'rown Government. This Aet
provided for two classes of sehools. We
first had the (Governmeni sehools under
the eentral hoard of edueation, with tea-
chers appointed by the distriet boards,
and the vate of the State for that
purpese  was limited to £3  10s.
per liead on  the average attend-
anee. In addition to the Uovemn-
ment sehools, it was also provided that
there should he assisted schools. not es-
tablished by the (overnment. receiving

an  average amonnt of 335, per
head of the average  attendance.
The central hoard in 1893  was

abolished, and its powers were trasferred
to the Minister for Education. This, mem-
hers will see. was nearly two vears after
Responsible Government was granted to
the Rtate. Tnspectors and teachers were
appointed by the Governor, and the right
of entry was given to representatives of
all religious deoominations. The vote
was raised 1o £4 10s, per head on the
average attendanee, and so it continued
for two years longer, until in 1895 the
Assisted  Sehools  Abolition Ael  was
passed, and a sum of money was paid by
wayv of compensaiion, Ihus divoreing pri-
vate schools entirely from the State sys-
tem of primarcy eduveation. Three years
later. in 1808, the manual training schools
were begun for bovs. and next vear, in
1899, school fees were abolished and pri-
vate schools had to be inspected and de-
clared efficient: attendance was made
compulsory from 6 in 14 years of age,
and eookery closses were hegun for onr
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pirls. In 1903 the Training College at
Clavewont, for teachers, was opened, and
a vear later central classes for monitors
were eslablished and these, in 1907,
some four vears later, developud
into the Normal school.  whieh
trains our futuce teachers. In 14909
npper classes in  large cenives of
population were established, thus provid-
ing for a more efficient and higher in-
strnetion. In 1910, we had the free Con-
tinuation Fvening Classes iustitated, and
in 1911. the present year, we are just
aboul to open the Maodern, or Secondary.
school, whieh has been erected on a site in
Thomas-street, in order to give higher
edueation at a very small cosl indeed, with
speeial atienlion fo selence and commer-
eial subjects, This then leads us by the

eourse of events and of expansion
to a natter we have Lo consider
this  evening, that i= the Bill for

the establishment of the University,
and LI think when we take into eon-
sideration  the  progress  fhat  las
been made, as 1 have briefly ouflined, in
Western Ausiralin, from the time when
its population was small, wntil up io the
present day, when still it eannot be con-
sidered very karge, and when I draw at-
tention to the technieal edueation which
has also expanded in a like degree during
the past decade, that the first Teclmieal
school was opened in Perth 10 vears ago,
in 1900, and a School of Mines was opeu-
ed in Kalgoorlie in 1903, whilst now we
have hranches of the Teclmiecal schonl in
many different  eentres, and  technienl
elasses are held in other centres where
the schools themselves are not established,
1 think we may be satisfied lhat whatlever
may he said with regard to the different
Administrations of (his State, they have
nut been lacking in lking affer fhe edu-
calion of the rising weneration of our
State, The comparative cost of our sys-
tem is justruetive, and it has, of course,
risen with the needs of our people: more
especially is that so during the last 10
years. I find that in 1900 the edncational
system of the State cost the ecountry
£78.000. and last year we spent no less
a sum than £183,700. Tle ilems com-

posing the bulk of thix expenditure enn-
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sist, of course, of departwental expenses
whieh have risen from £8,90¢ in 1900 to
£12,060 in 1909-10. and primary educa-
tion, tnelnding manual training, which
cost £66,000 in the vear T have men-
tioned, whilst last year this cost was
€152,800. The seenndary edueation, if

sn it may  bhe termed. cost £670
in  the vear stated, and £3,750
last year. Teclnieal edueation, whieh

has dene a great deal for our State,
cost £00i0 the first vear il was established,
and last year we spent €10,000 over this
branch of education. The training of tea-
chers cost us £200 in 1900, and £4.000
last yeav: these items provide the
totals | have briefly  rveferved to.
The average atiendabee in our prim-
ary  scheols 10 vears agzo was  only
1600 ax compared  with 27,000,
uearly double, lagt yvear. T'his all goes to
show that the edueational svstem of West-
ern Australia, though we much regret,
and have regretted that we have been un-
able, perhaps financially, to hear the
burden of a University as the sister States
of the Commonwealth have done, is oue
wlhich we may well he proud of, and has
horne great vesults, and has been a great
and direet benefit to the State as a whole.

My, O'Laghlen: There is plenty of
room for improvement in the country dis-
triets.

The PREMIER: That may be correet.
T know of no system thronghout the
¢ivilised world which does not show room
for improvement, and il is that improve-
ment we are alwavs  endeavouring to
achieve by reetifyving errors when we see
them. and the wants of the outlying dis-
tricts as their needs are brought promi-
nenlly under 1he notive of the Govern-
nient.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt takes a long time.

The PREMIER: I cannot agree with
the hon. member. Jf he takes inte con-
sideration the number of sehools provided
this vear on the Estimates he will agree
that every effort has heen put forth in
order to supply the wants of the people.
The guestion of the revenue derived from
our system hardly needs to be taken into
consideration. because it is very small in-
deed, necessarvily. There are certain fees
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received from technical edueation and
evening classes, and these amounted last
year to £3,450, and this vear it is esti-
mated we shall get £4,520. 1 mention this
because it is one of the propositions, at
least a suggestion. that the University
should be entirely free of eost, and I
want members to realise, after having de-
eided that our University shall be free of
all eharges—tlie lectures. T hope, will al-
ways be free to all comers—if we do s0
decide that, we shall have to face the
question of the abolitton of fees in con-
nection with the technieal sehools and the
evening classes, These amount to some-
thing like £5,000, and would be a loss to
the State, ineluding the fees estimated to
be collected at the universiy, which are
pat down at £1,000, making a total of
£6,000 per annum,

My, Seaddan: What would be the in-
direct gain?

The PREMIER: T do net know what

the indireet gain would be, I am not
prepared to work it oul to a deeimal
ficure.

Mr. Seaddan: Tt would mean an en-
lightened community.

The PREMIER: We have an  en-

lightened eommunity in every respect. and
it depends upon the number of hursaries
that are offered. and seholarships thal can
be gained by the chuldren, who are capable
of working to that position, as (o whether
we ave taking away anything that they
cannot otherwise command. Thal is a
matter wlich I am prepared to debate
later on. et the senate, when we have
established the University, diseuss ihe
matter fully. inguire into and advise the
Government as to whellier the time has
arrived when we should abolish all fees ot
every deseription and of every nature.
The evening classes are being extended
a1 present. and the fees are being aboli-
shed, T understand, =0 far as they are
voncerned. But that ix a different ques-
tion altogether from the question of the
abolition of fees for technieal instruetion.
Evening classes are established for youug
people more partienlarly. and people, per-
lraps it max be, who have not had the op-
portunity of getting the ordinaiy pri-
mary education during their sehool vears
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and now have a wish io spend some of
their evenings in endeavouring to better
their koowledee and their edueation in
that direetion; whereaz rechimical classes
are vontrolled by experts and are tu {each
all and sundry who wish ro take advantave
of these classes and establish themselves
probably i a made or ealling, somethinge
that will enable them to gv out into the
world as experts and earn their living.
From the foreguving remarks 1 thinkit will
he seen that the growth of the State's res-
pousibility for the edueation of its young
people and the general trend of edueation
throughout the eivilised world are fully
recoenised in Western Australia.  The
time when the parent might educate his
children not as lie pleased—and sometimes
he did not please—has gone for ever; and
the responsibility of the State towards
the primary and eertainly, m a great
measure, the secondary and technical edu-
cation of its young people is fally re-
cognised, In advauced conntries all over
the eivilised world, and in the States of
the Commonwealth also. we find that uni-
versilies arve establishied. supported wholly
or in parl by the Governmenl as the case
mayx be: and | would rvemind Lon. mem-
hers  that  the modern attitude of
States lowards nniversities is vlearly out-
lined in this report whieh I eommend to
their altention. The old idea that o uni-
versity was a place where the sons of
the well-to-de eitizens conld spend a few
vears in aequiring a knowledge of the
classies and. perhaps. a great knowledye
of spurls, seem= to have disappeared alto-
eether, or it is fast disappearing: and il
is recoemised that the highest education
iz essential to the national welfare and to
a State’s commercial prosperity. A sen-
tence from a report which was sent into
the English Edueation Roard bears out
this statement vervy fully. [t ix as fol-
lows :—

All nations are learning that their
commercial and industrial prosperity
depends upon their methods of edueat-
ing the whole nation,

And I think it must bhe admitled that in
wo country is this more marked than in
the German Empire where the univerzity
svatem is o interwnven with the commer-
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cvial and seientific enterprises of the nation
and where it has had such intimate bear-
ing upon the wonderful progress achieved
by that country during the past 50 years.
I can remember when Germany was not
considered by any means one of the first
countries in the world of manufacture,
and to-day we find not ouly is she in the
fivst rank but she bids £air to compete very
suecessfully in most of the scientific en-
terprises of the world, even with the old
Motherland, Great Britain herself; and
this is due to a very large extent, almost
entirely, to her educational system and to
the rtraining she gives her sons in the
vniversities which fits them to bring the
national industries and even commercial

enterprises on to a seientific plane and to.

take the prominent position which un-
doubtedly they have taken during the past
15 or 20 vears. The suceess of the future
depends upon the supply of men of the
hest mental and secientifie training, and
this applies to eommereial pursnits as well
as to engineering and other seientific eall-
ings. The power to compete with the
older countries of the world, the mainten-
anee of existing indnstries and the de-

velopment of new ones all demand speci-

ally trained men; and T sav, without fear
of contradiction, that the rule of thumb
merhads of our forefathers have given
way 1o svience and enlture. The illimitable

extent of our agrieultwral and mining pos--

gibilities, 1 think it will be conceded, are
sufticient warrant for the State adding
this ¢oping stone of a university to its
edacational system. We can only secure
the hest resnlts from our main in-
dustriez, those of agriculiure and of
mining, by the application of every
advantage that scientifice and tech-
nical traiming of the highest order
ean give. Although tlis aspeet may ap-
pear to some extent utilitarian, the pros-
perity of the State.is. after all. of para-
mount importanee to us; and the applica-
tion. T maintain, of eduecation to evervday
callings ix the only sure gnarantee of sue-
cess,  The nniversity movement in West-
ern Ausiralia has been very slow. The
question has been mooted with more or
less enthusiasm. T suppose, during the
past nine or ten years. Indeed, I believe,
it wa= in the vear 1801 that a motion ad-
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vocating the establishment of a university
was passed by the Legislative Couneil, and
in 1004 an Act was passed, it will be ve-
membered, creating a University Endow-
ment Trust. That Act granted to the trus-
tees some 4,000 acres of submrban and
other lands as n nuclens for the endow-
ment of a  university. However,
nothing was done in a definite way
to take advautage of the position
and  establish permanently a univer-
sity in our midst. This I think was
more or less due, as I said before, to the
faet that we were passing through very
stringent financial vears. In 1906 a Uni-
versity Gradvates’” Union was founded,
and the idea of this union was to endea-
voir to edueate public opinion in the di-
rection of establishing a university, In the
same year o public meeting was held at
Queen’s Hall, and a further resolniion
was passed that a university should be
established in Western Australia, That
18 the historyv of the universitv movement
to the yvear 1907: and, of course, hon,
members will see that it amounted to little
less than passing resolutions, with the ex-
eeption. perhaps, of granting this 4,000
aeres of suhurbau and other lands to
{rnstees tor the endowment of a univer-
sify.

Mr. Jacoby: And very pootr lands they
are,

The PREMIER: Some of them are,

T think. Tn June, 1807, a deputation
from the TUniversity Graduates’ Union

wailed upon me as Minister tfor Educa-
tion, and at that time they urged that a
chavier should be granted for an exam-
ining university. [ had some svmpathy
with the idea, and T requested them to
consult with the trustees of the Univer-
sity Endowment Fund in order to eome
to some common recommendation or idea
as to tlie ntility of an examining univer-
siiy in Western Auvstralia. The vesult of
the e¢onsultation with the endowment tras-
tees was that they abandoned the idea of
an  examining university, as it was
thonght that ihe fundamental principle
of a university shounld be that it should
hbe a teaching as well as an examining
body. In February, 1909, T had tfhe
honour as Minister for Education to re-
commend to Cnbinet the appointment of
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the present Royal Commission; and after
perusing the report which, as I said be-
fore, is, althongh concise, full of informa-
tion and recommendations in eonnection
with this important matter, I am fully
convinced that the time has arisen when
definite action should be taken, aetion that
will give to the sons and daughters of
citizens of this State the benefit of a
university training 4f they should so de-
sire without having to leave Western
Australia as they have had fo do in the
past. and which will wive the sons and
daughters of our citizens who caonot
afford to send their children from home
the ful benefits of these institutions and
put them on a par with the children and
the young people of the Eastern States
of the Commonwealth. I have therefore
to-night to consider, and have had to con-
sider very seriously, and now I propose
that the House should take the matter
into consideration, as to whether the
State is in a position to carry out this
wreat work., What assisted me to come
ie the conclusion that the country un-
doubtedly is in a position to establish and
maintain a university is a comparison
that T am able to make between the posi-
tiom of Western Australia to-day when
we propose to initiate this work, and the
position of the sister States of the Com-
monwealth when they established univer-
sities in fhe several States. 1 find that
owr position is undonbtedly superior in
the majority, if not all, of the cases under
review.

My, Seaddan: Is that to our credit?

The PREMIER: T am not arguing
whetlier it is to our credit or not. T am
saying it is an argument as to whether
we should adopt the university Bill T am
now introducing. 1 hope the hon. mem-
ber will see the foree of it,

My. Heitmann: You should have a
fair idea wilhoul cowparing with the
Eastern Siates to see how we stand.

The PREMIER: Tn 1831 New South
Wales, with a population of 197.000 pen-
ple and a revenue of about £400.000, es-
tahlished its university; in 1856 Vietoria,
which then bhad a population of 338.000
people and a revenue of £2,728.000, es-
tablished a university; in 13780 Souil
Ausiralia, with a population of 188,000
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people and a revenne of £064,000, estab-
lished a university; in 1891 a university
was established in Tasmania, which only
had a population of 143,000 people and
a revenue of £678,000; in 1909 Queens-
land decided on establishing a university.
I do not think it has been consmnmated
yet but it is in progress, and T under-
siand the university will be openkd very

shortly. Queensland bas a population of
360,000 people and a  revenue of
£4,483.000. We have in Western Aus-

tralia 285,000 people and our revenue is
£3,365,000. With the exception of
Queensland,  which  has  marvellonsly
lagwed behind the othey States in this
connection——

Mr. Scaddan: Tn keeping with us.

The PREMIER: In keeping with us,
to some extent—all the other Siates
ventured upon this advanced stage
in their edneational system when they
were in a so much aworse position than
we are to-day. But I must, perhaps,
qualify that remark by pointing oui that
the railway revenue of sneh States as
New South Wales, Vietoria, and Soulh
Australia was not an item of very great
moment at the time when they estah-
lishel universities, whereas {o-day in
Queensland and in Western Australia
the railway revenue is a very hig faetor,
indeed the main factor in the consolidated
revenue. [f we are in one accord that the
State has reached a time when we can
well afford to initiafe this institution, the
next «question then is as to lhe type of
university required for our use. Tt seems
to ne from the report, and from other
information T have perused. the Fouse
will agree that the university munst bhe a
people’s university within the reach aof
all, must he of praectical value in the de-
velopment of the State. and thal althongh
perhaps small to start with it mnst he in
ail things up to date and abselutely open
on an equal footing to hoth sexes. The
proposed constitution of the proposed
TUniversity is fullv dealt wiil in fhe re-
port on pages 14 and 13. Afler mmeh
consideration the eommission has  ad-
opted. and recammmends to the House and
the Government, the .Australian univer-

“sity form of government as the most suit-

able (o our requirements.
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Mr, Underwood: Dr. Hackett does not
say s0.

The PREMIER: The report says so,
and so does Sir Winthvop Hackett. He
attaches his own report to the larger re-
port.

Mr. Beaddan: He does not say it is the
best form. .

The PREMIER: Yes he dees. The es-
timated annual cost of upkeep of the
University is shown un page 16, namely
£13.876 per annum. Of this amount
£13,500 s provided in the Bill, as hon.
membars will see. This is the cost exclu-
sive of the Chair of Agriculture which
Sir Winthrop Haekett has undertaken to
endow, but it is inelusive of £2,000 for
scholarships, exhibitions and prizes. The
Bill is, of course, the constitution of the
University, and it cousists of a Senate,
Convocation and gradvate and undev
graduaie members. The governing autho-
rity, as provided in the measure, tonsists
of the Senafe anad Couvoeation, and until
the Convocation is counstituted, of the
Senate only. Hon. members will see it
is provided ithat the Senate shall consist
of 18 persons. Nof more than three may
be professors, lecturers and examiners,
and not more than two prinecipals or
teachers in continuation, secondary, nin-
ing. or teehnieal sehools. The first Senafe
is to be appointed by the Governor, and
it holds office until the eonstitution of the
Convotation. The Senate, it is provided
in the Bill—and T propose to move an
amendment on fhig in Comnmittee—shail
be appvinted within six months of the
passing of the Aet.  After consultation I
find that the period is considered all too
short. and when in Committee I propose
to azk that an amendment be made, fixing
it at 12 months. When the Convoeation
is constituted the Senate is divided inio
six groups. one group going out of office
annualiy in Mareh, the three vacancies
thus ereated being filled, one by the Gov-
ernor and two by election by Convoealion,
the effect being, when the University is
fully constitnted, that the Senate will con-
sist of 18 members, six of whom shall be
appoinied by the Governor and 12 eleeted
by Convocation. It is provided that the
Senate has the power to elect from their
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own number annually a Chanecellor and
pro-Chancellor of the University.  The
powers of the Senate are fully to control
and manage the University of which it is
the executive body, to appoint officers and
servants, eontrol the property of the Uni-
versity. and to initiate university legis-
lation.  The Convoecation, on the other
hand. consists of a variety of persons as
set forth and deseribed in Clause 17. I
may. perkaps, briefly point out who these
oflicers are. They consist, first of all, of
members and past members of the Senate
of the University: all graduates of the
University with the degree of Master or
Doctor; all other graduates of the Uni-
versity of three years standing; all gradu-
ates of other universities of three years
standing who have been admitied to de-
arees in the University, provided that the
standing of sueh graduate shall be
reckoned from the date of his gra-
duation in such other umiversity; such
fellows, members, licentiates and asso-
ciates of colleges or institutions out-
side the State, duly authorised to
erant dewrees, diplomas, licenses, or cer-
lificates ns shall under the statutes be
admitted to be members of Convoeation.
Then there is a further important pro-
vision lere which T myself welcome. The
representative for the time being of any
eommereinl, industrial, scientific or eduea-
tional soeciety, institution or association
within the Staie having not fewer than 50
bona fide mewmbers. and which makes an
annual eoutribuliou to the University of
not  less than €10, and thas made
surh econtribution For two vemrs im-
mediately  preceding that for whieh
the said representative claims to be
appointed.  Then there are all in-
dividuals wha have made gift or dona-
tinn, whether by instalments or atherwise,
fo the University amounting in money or
value in the aggregate to not less than
£100: and the duly appointed representa-
fives of the guild of undergraduates. From
these different sections of the eommunity,
and members of the University itself will
be constituted and formed (he Convoea-
tion, It will thus be seen that eommer-
etal, industrial, scientific. and other edu-
eational soeieties or instilutions are pro-
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perly or may he properly represented at
Convocation. The next point I wish to
emphasi=e in eonnection with this measure
is that as seon as Convocation has 60
members enrolled it is provided it shall be
constituted, and then the provisions re-
garding the election of ihe Senate come
into operation as set forth in Clause 16 or
1, T am nof now sure which. Ultimately
then, the 12 members of the Senate will be
elecied by Convoeation as thus constituted,
The chief exeeutive salaried officer of the
University is to be named the Viee Chan-
cellor. and his office will hold good for a
period not exceeding 10 years. The Vice
Chaneellor has a voice in the Senate, bui
no vote. The other clanses of the meas-
ure provide for the holding of examin-
ations, and the graoting of degrees and
diplomas, and they give mnple power to
the governing authority to make statutes
in regard to various matters of internal
control and the general management of the
University. Such statutes, as I briefly
mentioned at the outset, ave to be initiated
in the Senate, but they must be approved
by Convoeation before they are finally
agreesl upon.  The Convoration has the
power 1o amend or disapprove, but until
these amendments have been aceepted by
the Senate of course the statute eannot
come into forece. When the statute 15 ap-
proved by both parties it is fransmitted to
the Governor tor his approval, and pub-
lished in the Gazette.

M. Bolton: TIs there any chance of a
deadloek ?

The PREMIER: Yes. there is. 1 will
deal with that in a moment. .\ copy of
such statute mnst be Iaid before Parlia-
ment it silting, and if not sitting then
within 14 days from the beginning of the
next session, and may be annulled by
Parliament within 30 days thereafter. In
pern<ing thi= measure 1 <aw at once there
wr= a chanee of a deadlock, as referred
1o by the memberr for North Fremanile;
and after consullation with Ste Winthrop
Hackett T have had a new elause drafted
whielh T jwopose 1o ask the Committee
to aveept. and which will provide {hai
when the Senate has pas<ed a statute and
it hias been returned with amendments to
whieh the Senate will not agree. and if
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after an ioterval of (hree month< the
Senate again passes the proposed statute
with or without amendmenis which have
been made by Convoeation, and (‘onvo-
calion disallows it and returns it iv the
Senate with amendments to which the
Senate will not agree, the Governor may
convene a special meeting of the Senate
fo consider the proposed stotule as last
proposed in the Senate and anv amend-
ments made therein by Convoeation: und
any sueh amendments which are aftirmed
by two-thirds of the members present at
such meeting shall be deemed to he cay-
ried; and if the proposed statute with
the amendments, if any, so carvied is
affirmed by two-thirds of the members of
the Senafe present al such meeting. then
it shall be considered duly passed and
shall be approved by the governing au-
thority and sealed with the common seal,
and transmitted by the Chancellor for the
approval of the Governor. That elause
will gat over the weak spot in the Bill,
which was that legislation might he de-
Inved interminably for waul of awree-
ment between fhe Senate and (anvaea-
tion. Then power is given also to afiilinte
educational and ofher institulions under
conditions to be laid down and provided
by statute. The equality of the sexes is
yrovided for. and the prohihition of ad-
ministration of any religious test whatso-
ever. Awmain it is provided that Lhere
shall be an aonual andit. and o report
to Parliament. The revenue and endow-
ment clause (36) provides for Lhe pay-
ment of £13.500 annually to the Univer-
sitv from Consolidated Revenue Fund.
1f the Bill is passed this finaneial oblign-
tion will. -1 propose, commence from the
herinning of the financial vear. from the
1st July pext. and T hope that shortly
afterwanrds the Senate will he appointed
and that they will then immediately set
ahoul getting the Tniversity info working
order by the appointwent of professars,
teaclters, andl others.

My, Heitmann: What abowt capital
expenditure, huildings, efe.?

The PREMIER: Tf ihe lon. memher
will have a liltle patience T will come to
{hat as fast as T ean. The next point,
then, is the qguestivn of housing the TTni-
versity. Tt must of comrse for the first
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year or two be housed in temporary
buildings. That will be a matter for the
Senare to 1ake into consideration and
recommend, but 1 do hope that in the
next financial year [ shall be in a posi-
tion to report to the House—if I am
liere in charge of the Treasury Bench,
while if not my hon. friend opposite
will wndertake the duty—rto veport to the
House as to the hest site available, and
as to the proposed huildings. 1 shall
probably aake the opportunity to ap-
point a small commission of five or six
representative men to assist me in this
divection.  There arve, of course, other
sites under considevation at the present
moment: indeed, sites have heen debated
in this Chamber during the present ses-
sion in connection with the report which
the Commission submitted. Some mem-
bers wanted to earmark the building we
at present oceupy.

M. Heitmann:
ilte prarpose.

The PREMIER: 1 have no doubt that
it would he suitable to zome exteni. but
certainly [ for one am not in favour of
turning Parliament into the strveet in or-
der to make room for the university, Fur-
ther than that. T am strongly of gpinien
that the space avound this bnilding is
nothing like adequate tor the purpose of
a nupiversity. We want a much lavger avea
of ground. and T think we have other sites
which would he mueh preferable to this
one, and which would give the area which
iz necessgary for the pile ot buildings that
must he erected therenn,

Mr. 8. F. Moore: There iz plenty of
land at Claremont,

The PREMIER : Yes. there is plenty
of Iand at Claremeont, but we want to be
in the rentre of population. The site
having heen deeided npon. T would then
surgest thal we obtain compefitive de-
siems For the buildings to he erected for
the purpose of this university. and T think
that Parliament whilst it adopts this
measure, which T am introdneing to-night,
will certainly not he bhackward in finding
the necessary funds in ovder to erect
buildings which will give the University
proper honsing aceommodation. In the
meantime T intend that steps shall be
taken for temporary accomnodation, and

Most wnsuitable for
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for the appwointment of the ollicials who
are 1o laonch the university oo it up-
ward career in this State, in ovder
that the operations of the institutions
may he commenced at the earliest pos-
sible date and Ihat the State shall derive
the undoubted Dbenefits and advantages
which the esablishment of a university
i our midst must bring aboul. Withont
further comment [ commend this mea-
sure to the House, and 1 lrust that there
will be no dissenting voices in connection
with the principle of eslablishing a wni-
versity, no matter what amendments may
he suggested by hon. members in Com-
mittee. [ lhave very much pleasure in
moving—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,
On motion hy Mr, 1Teitmann debale ad-
jonrned.

RILL—LOANS CONVERSION.
Discharged.
Order of the Day for the Second Read-
ing read.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
moved—
That the Ovder of the Day be dis-
charged,
The House had passed a Geueral Loan
and Inseribed Stock Bill, whiclh conferred
all the powers that were sought in this
Bill. The measure was therefore. no
longer necessary.
Question put and passed.

BILL—NARALING-YUNA RATLWAY.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) in moving the second read-
ing #aid: This is a Bill for the extension
of the railway already coustrncted in the
Upper Chapman distriet, The length of
the extension represents only a distance
of 12 miles; it commences at a point dis-
tant from Perth 352 miles, and from its
nearvest port, Geraldton. 34 miles: the
gauge is our usual 3Fft. Bin. gaunge. the
weirht of rails 45lbs., the sleepers 6 x 6
and 8 x 4. the ruling gradient one in 40,
and the sharpest enrve has a 12 chains
radine. The estimated cost of the con-
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straction of this line is £16.300, and for
rails and fastenings £7.800. making a
total for construction, plus rails and fas-
tenengs, of £24.300, or £2,025 per mile.
The cost of this line is based upon the
cost per mile of the Upper Chapman rail-
wayv, which was £1,193, In addition to
thizs there = provided in the estimate a
farther sum for telephone marerials £30,
extras for the increased cost of sleepers,
£30, and eontingencies £60, making a total
of £126, and hringing the cost up to
£1,319 per mile: this for the 12 miles. re-
presents £15.824, ta whieh has to he added
the cost of lifting and relaving the tri-
angle, £400, plus the freight on the per-
manent way material, £240, bringing the
total cost of construction up to £16.468.
or roughly £16.300: to this again the cost
of rails and fastenings, representing
£7,800, is added, making again a total of
£24,300, and an average cost of £2.025
per mile.

Mr. Gill: How do von aecount for the
heavy cost of the line? )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Upper Chapman railway has been the
basis of ealcnlation, and these additions
have been made in consequence of the
extra cost of material and extra freighl.
As 1 pointed out when dealing with a
previous Bill last week. members must
bear in mind the very wide possible dif-
ference betwen an approximate estimate
fike that whieh T am submitting to-night,
and the working estimate in whieh all the
delails have been ealenlated. Even if T
econid offer to this House an accurate
working estimate to-night it might be en-
tirely valueless when the railway is com-
structed, berausge there might be a fluctua-
ton in the cost of material. and there
might also be a fluetuation in the cost of
labour. and if 1 were to give a detaited
estimate which to-night would he abso-
lately aecurate in all vespects. it might be
misleading when the eonstruetion takes
Place.

Mr. Gill: But how do yvou aceount for
the enst compared with the lines which
vou introdueced last week?

The MINTRTVR FOL WORKS :
There i= the greater distance from Pecth
and the heavy freight on materials. As
a matter of fact there is only a difference
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of a very few pounds between the esti-
mate submitted in regard io this line, and
the estimate given for the line from Nor-
thampton to Ajana in the same conntry
only a week ago. This line extends from
the Upper Chapman Railway in a gen-
eral north-easterly direction. and that
direetion has been indicated on the plan
lrid on the Table. The usual provision
is made for a five-miles deviation, so
that the aserual conrse whieh it will take
must, of course, depend on the result of
the survey. The total area to he served
within a 15-miles vadins iz 109.088 neres,
of whiclh about 23 per ecent, represents
country only switable for grazing por-
poses, the remaiting 82000 acres ap-
proximatelyv. beiug either first elazs or
second  class  land. At peesent  the
number of resident vceupiers is small,
totalling only 57: the land under culti-
vation this year 13 1.500 acres. the area
cleaved 2,300 acres, and the aren estinated
te be brought inte eultivation dimving the
nex{ vear is another 4,000 acres: the aver-
awe yield of grain last seazon was 15
bushels per acre.

Me. Bolton: They are all 13 bushels per
acre.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think thix railway is serving some of the
hest wheat growing land, and it is only
natural that we should have a high aver-
age vield; and there is every reason to
believe that when this railway i= econ-
slructed that yield will be waintained. and
that the Hgures given to-nieht will bhe
fully justified by the erops.

AMr. Collier: The railway facilities will
increase the vield.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. memher may be an agricultural ex-
pert. but ove conld hardly jndge it from
that remark. While the railway will not
inerease the vield, it will make it possible
to put a larger arves under cnltivation
than has hitherto been possible. and as
without this line the larvge halk of this
land cannot be successfully unsed. the eon-
struction of the raibvay is  absolutely
necessary,  The priveipal timbers are
York gum. jam. mulea. and tamma scrub.
The cost of clearing in this country. where
ring-barking is not generally resorted to,
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is for York gum and jam country, £2 53.,
and for tamma and mulga, about 30s,
The so0il is a heavy red. voleanie, friable
¢lay and rieh loam; the average rainfall
is 16 inehes, and water is readily obtained
by excavation ov well-sinking.  There are
no large aveas in the country to be bene-
fited by the line; the land is some of the
best cereal-produeing country in the State,
and it 13 estimated that in the near future,
if this ne is consirueted, there should
be some 30,000 acres placed under erep,
which, at the present time, it is impossible
to handle at a profit. The Yuna area,
whicl is at ihe end of the line, consists of
26443 acres, of which 16.500 is first class,
2,000 acres second class. and 7,943 third
class.  When these blocks were cut up
they numbered 29, and in spite of their
distance from the eapital and in spite of
their being a fair distance from the port
of Gevaldton, there were no less than 73
applieations for them. This of itself
indicates {hat the merits of the country
have been recognised hy the selecting pub-
lie. as they have been recognised by the
ofticers of the Lands Department. The
railway has been the subject of a report
from the advisory board, who have recom-
mended an extenzion, althourh not the
precise extension submitted in this Bill.
They recommend an extension that would
not serve a certain amount of the country
which it is aimed in the Bill to serve.
This is probably the final extension. at
any rate for some years to come, of this
particular rvailway, and the Government
have decided to recommend to the Honse
the construction of a length of 12 miles
in lieu of a length of 815 miles as recom-
mended by the advisory board. I may
add, in the event of this Bill being agreed
to. and T have no doubt it will recommend
iself to the House, it is proposed that the
construction shall be earried ont by de-
partmental work. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Taxlor in the Chair; the Minister
for Warks in charge of the Bill.

_members.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to constrnet:

Mr. BOLTON: Qu every Bill members
were supplied with particulars eoncerning
the length of the line, the sharpest eurves,
the estimated cost. the number of settlers,
and the yield of the distriet, and such
like.  The fullest information was not
aiven in regard to one hne and members
complained. The veason it was not sup-
plied was thai the Launds Department had
nol heen able to give it, but to-night we
were asked to pass a Bill without any in-
formation in this direetion being made
available to members on printed slips.
The (ommittee stage shounld be postponed
until that information was placed before
The railway would supply
some of the best country that could be
supplied by a railway, but members
should not pass a line without the neees-
sary information being supplied to them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Untit
the lion. member spoke the impression
was {he lou. member had all the informa-
tion. There was no desire to refuse in-
formation. The hon. member conld have
any partienlars he desired on any par-
ticular head.

My. BOLTOXN : What was the length of
the line?

The Minister fur Works:
ready given that,

Mr. BOLTON: The information given
by the Minister on the seeond reading
could not be kept in one’s head. It was
a reasonable rveruest that the Committee
stage be postponed until the information
was [laced on a doeument distributed
among members. [t eonld be got veady
by to-morrow and there would he no
delay.

Mr. ANGWIN: This vailway was pro-
mised as part of the “reckless gallop”
programme which the hon. member sup-
ported some vears previously. A visit to
the distriet showed that the line should he
exiended to enable those who had re-
cently seleeted on the Yuna area to reach’
the market. Tt was only a small railway
of SV miles.

My, Balton: You have made a mistake
already: the Minister says it is 12 miles.

1 have al-
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AMr. ANGWIN: Very good wheat was
raised on the Yuna area; and although
the distriet was bui recently selected,
there was a fair number of settlers to
whom the line would be of some good.
No doubt the hon. member was right in
asking for the information, but we eould
not expect a preat deal of information in
regard to ihis district which was so re-
cently selected.

AMr. MeDOWALL: Tt was not a ques-
tion whether we should agree to the line
or not: the point was where we were
going tn end in regard to getting infor-
mation. T we were to he Houted in this
divection by getting no information, it
would probably be the same on a much
nore important measure. All members
had not had the opportunity the member
for East Fremantle had of visiting the
. distvict, and, therefore, they were entitled
to have the information placed hefore
them. From the short speech the Min-
ister made it was impossible to grasp the
details:  they should he placed before
members in ecircular form.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister ought to
supply the information asked for. Mem-
bers generally were in favour of all these
railways. but it would be wrong for the
House to continue to pass railway con-
struetion Bills on merely a short speech
by the Minister. There were maps sup-
plied. but the information asked for. to
a railway man was essential. Members
should have all the details about these
railways and they should know how they
were {o be built and whether light or
heavy rails were to be nsed, He rose hig
voice against the eonstruetion of the Pin-
jarra-Marradong line in a light fashion
and the rvesulft was that in trving to save
the expense of a few hundred pounds per
mile. the line was now found to bhe inade-
quate to cdery the traffic.

My, SCADDAXN: The method adopted
by the Government in connection with the
construetion of agrieultural railways and
also the railway to Bullfineh had led him
1o form the opinion that a lot of time
could be saved if one measure were passed
giving the CGovernment power ta con-
struet railways wherever the advisory
board had snggested they should be built,
This session the Hounse had passed many
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railway Bills without giving them anv
consideration whatever. Why could we
not save the time of the Assembly and
pass one general Bill which would enable
the Government to build railways at any
time on the advice of the advisory board?
Apparently there had been one main ob-
Ject in view and that was to make it ap-
pear for election pumuoses that the Gov-
ernntent were going to construct a net-
work of lines throughout the agricultural
districts, The Governmeni did nol bhave
the money with whieh to build all these
railway lines whicl had been aulhorised:
vel they were pushing these Bills through
and letting settlers helieve that thev word
shortly have these railways. when the T're-

- mier knew that some of them ennld nal

be constructed for at least two or three
vears. It was plaxing fast and loose with
Parliament when the Minister for Works
introduced a Bill for the eonstruction of
a railway in a speeeh lasting three or four
minuates and then threw it at the Chamber
and practically said “We are the Govern-
ment: we are going to put it through.”

The PREMIER: The remarvks of the
leader of the Opposition that the Gov-
ernment were throwing these Bills on he
Tahle of the House and were iutreducing
these measnres for electioneering pur-
poses were not justified. The Government
infended to emnstruet a nerwork of rail-
ways theough the agrienltural distriets.
If the hon. member was true in his wish
to support the Governmenm and serve the
settlers then lie should assist in passing
those railway measures which had heen
submitted to the House,

My, Scaddan: Without ¢uestion?

The PREMIER: The hon. member was
childish in his oppesition. 1llere was a
railway 1114 miles long and there wa= as
mueh dizcussion over it as if it had heen
a vailway over a thonsand miles long.
The member for Coolgardie complained
that lie did not have an opportunity of
seeing this distriet. The hon. member,
however, had received an invitation with
ather hon. members to go to the opening
of the Upper Chapman railway and all
who did go there admitted that any

‘amount of evidence was pnt before them
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to show the necessity for earrying this
line to the Yuna area.

Mr. Bolton: YWhat about the rails?

The PREMIER: The rails would be
451bs.

Mr. Bolton: What size ave the sleepers?

The PREMIER : The hon. member had
been given all that information,

Mr. Bolton: It is not in front of us.

The PREMIER: The Minister for
Works bad given all this information,
What more did members want? The
whole of these railways that the Govern-
ment were asking the House to pass were
going to be construeted as expeditionsly
as possible. There was going to be no
question of finanee abount it, If hon. mem-
bers would assist him in passing the Ioan
authorisations and Loan Bill before the
House the money would be there, and the
only thing that could possibly retard the
work would be labour. An effert was now
being made to secure further draftsmen,
and he hoped to be able to tind a suffi-
cient number of navvies. Five or six hun-
dred miles of railway was not going to
daunt us. Queensland had just passed in
two Bills 1,700 miles of railway at a cost
of 10 or 11 millions. That was what
Queensland was doing, and surely we were
not going to funk on a proposition of
five or six hundred miles ol railway! He
hoped the hon. mewber would let the Bill
go through. It was only for an extension
after all.

Me. Gill: The sum of £25000 was in-
volved.

The PREMIER: That was so.

Mr. Gill: We waat a little information.

The PREMIER : The hon, member had
had the whole of the information. Tt was
to be hoped the hon, member wounld allow
the Bill to go through.

Mr. HOLMAN: As usual when in-
formation was asked for by members of
the Opposition, the Premier had risen and
let off a lot of herojes. The Premier had
given no information whatever, but had
gone off like o packet of crackers. The
Premier had the information himself, and
so thonght that everybody else ought to
take it for granted. Perhaps the Premier
would tell us why lines that had been in
the hands of the contractors for many
months past were not heing proceeded
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with, and why it was that the Bullfneh
was the only line being rushed ahead?
Why was the Dowerin-Merredin line uot
heing pushed on with?

The Premier: It is,

Mr. HOLMAN: That particular line
was not being pushed on with, and it was
a disgrace that the Government should
place settiers along the route in a false
!msition. Hon, members were not oppos-
ing the Bill, but the Government, relying
on a blind following, having placated
some and bluffed others, were determined
to foree the Bill through without giving
infurmation. 1f the Premicr would push
on with the lines already in hand he would
be doing some govd. Why did the Gov-
ernment give extensions of time to the
contraetors building the agricultural eail-
ways? Was it that Lhey had taken all he
material for the Bullfinch railway 7 No
oppasition had ever been offered to any
aprienltural vailway line, and the only
ubjections raized had been to the hap-
hazard manner in which the Rills for
those lines were thrown inlo the livuse.
All possible information should he =up-
plied, and every opportanity given to an
hon. member who desired to secure still
further information, Was it the inten-
tion of the Goverment to construet this
line by day labour?

The Minister for Works:
ready told the House.

Mr. Bolton: There were only 11 memn-
bers present.

The Minister for Works: That was not
my fault,

Mr. Gill: You did not allude to the sub-
Jjeet.

The Minister for Works: T absolutely
did.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, TIOLMAN: The dovernment did
net try 1o wet a measure passed hy fense,
or on account af a vood canse, but tried
to put it throngh by sheer foree of num-
bers. Had the Minister the material with
which to construet this line in the
immediate futwre, and, if =0, why
were lines already in the contrac-
tors’ hands allowed to remain un-
finished for months. He referred par-

1 have al-
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ticularly to the Dowerin-Merredin line,
where two men and a dog were employed.

Mr, BOLTOX: The member for KEast
Fremantle had made a special trip to ex-
amine this area for bimself, and had re-
ported that the railway would serve excel-
lent land. He had placed the distance of
the line al $1% miles; tl:e Minister bad
stated that ti was 12 miles, and he would
refer the Minister to thai hon. member
to learn how inacenrate was the informa-
fton whieh he gave the Committee. When
the Minister was speaking there were 11
members present, and if the other 39
members were prepared te vote for this
measure withont receiving the same infor-
mation as had been given to them in re-
gard to other lines, they would have the
opportunity of deing so, beeause having
made his protezst lie intended to divide
the Committee, Tf this Bill was allowed
to pass without information being given
it would establish n  precedent, which
would be followed in future. He had sup-
ported the Bill on the second reading, but
having made a reasonable request, which
had been refused. he would place his pro-
test on record by dividing the Committee
on this elause and on everv other clanse,
He was protesting against the Govern-
ment inivodueing railway Bill after rail-
way Bill in this fashion, more especiatly
when there was a very (uestionable Bill
on the Notice Paper, whicl: the Govern-
ment would probahly desire to pass with-
out any information being given: prah-
ably the passing of this Bill in this hasty
fashjon was a leg-in in connection with
the passing of this other doubtful mea-
sure. He did not care to make that sort
of statement, but there was no need for
delay. Was the request refused hecaunse
it eame from a member of the Opposi-
tion ?

The Premier: It is an unreasonable re-
quest.  Yon want to fake charge of the
husiness of the House, and 1 am not going
to allow it.

Mr. BOLTON : It was all very well for
{he Premier to laugh the thing off. Per-
haps e (Mr. Bolten} would bhe ordered
out of the Chamber, but the Premier
would come with bim. He (Mr. Bolton)
wns ealled to order if le interjected

[ ASSEMBLY.]

when the Premier was speaking. and the
Prenvier should be ealled to order for
interjecting when anather member was
speaking, unless the Premier was speci-
ally privileged.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. BOLTON : The Premier if not spe-
cially privileged should also he ealled to
order for interjecting,

The CHATRMAX: 1f the (‘ommittee
were called to order it was vot (o restrict
debare.  Members were given every lati-
tude to convey their ideas. There should
be no reflections as to one member get-
ting more liberty tban another. He de-
sired to conduct the business of the Com-
mittee and to give fair play in aceordance
with the Standing Orders.

AMr. BOLTON: There was no desire on
his part to reflect on the Chair. He always
said anything straight owt and never in-
terjected by inference. There was no de-
sire on lhis part to take charge of the
business of the House. The Minister
shiould agree to the reasonable request put
forward.

Mr. McDOWALL: Although suppori-
ing the request for information members
could not vote on the division against the
clause. It wounld be foolish to do soafter
passing the second reading. The proper
way to protest was to move to report pro-
gress. If members did not objeet on this
oceaston Bills would be thrown at them
withont any information being supplied.
It was impossible for members to follow
the information given by the Minister on
the second reading. As a matter of faet,
the information should be tyvped and
placed hefore members before the second
reading was moved. We were all in fav-
our of the Bill. but members must protest
against having measures thrown at them
without the slightest chance of grasping
details,

Mr. BOLTON : Progress should he
moved as a protest, bui so that the Prem-
ier could not say he wished to take the
business out of his hands, he would ask
the leader of the Opposition te do it.
When asked in such a publie way the lion.
member might have doue so. Az the
leader of the Opposition would not do il.
wounld some other memher do so. heeause
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if he (Mr. Bolion) moved progress the
Minister would claim he wanted to take
the business out of the hands of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN wmpved—

That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken wiih

the following result:—

Ayes . . L. 14
Noes - . .o 19
Majority against 5
AYEB.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Q'Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr. Price
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. GiNl Mr. Swan
Mr. Gourley Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Holman {Teller).
Mr. MeDowall
Noze.

Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Daglish Mr. Monger
Mr. Davles Mr. 8. F. Moaore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman
Mr. Jacoby (Teller}.

Motion thus negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 3—Deviation:

Mr. BOLTON: Was there any special
reason why the deviation in this particu-
lar line was to be limited to five miles
whereas in some other Bills it was {en
miles?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
reason was that five miles was quite am-
ple.

Mr. BOLTON: The reply of the Minis-
ter was not satisfactory. Another Bill
for a railway which was almost the next
item on the Notice Paper provided for a
deviation of ten miles.

The Minister for Works: Which rail-
way?

Mr. BOLTON : Brookton-Kunjinn.

The Minister for Works: We are not
dealing with that.

Mr. BOLTON: It was. however, being
dealt with by him.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Was
the hon. member in order in discussing
the deviation of another railway which
had not yet been considered?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in diseussing the devia-
tion of another line. The hon. member
however could by way of illustration re-
fer to other deviations.

Mr. BOLTON : Tt seemed that one over-
stepped his duty in asking for informa-
tion. There was a map supplied with each
railway and on one he had seen provided
for a deviation of ten miles, The plan
for the railway under discussion was in-
troduced only that afterncon and the Bill
itself was only circulated at the same time
and memhers were asked to swallow in-
tormation which was eontained in the
Minister’s five minufes’ speech. 1t might
be reasonable to have more than a five
miles limit. Why shounld the deviation be
livnited to five miles? The Minisler for
Works had said beeause five miles was
sifficient. But the Minister for Works
knew nothing whatever about it. The map
snpplied was incorrect according to the
figures given by the Minister. For in-
siance, the Minister had said the railway
had a length of ten miles, while the map
said it was eight and a half miles, and the
schedule in the Bill said it was nine miles.
The information given might be perfectly
correct, but on the other band it might
not be correct, and we had no check upon
it. Tn answer {o this it might be said that
the information was recorded in Hansard.
But the information read out by the Min-
ister for Works would be handed to Tan-
sard, and in handing it over it would be
easy to subsfitute another report.

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member
was nof in order in reflecting on the Han-
sard staff.

Mr. BOLTON: Hansard was the last
staff he would think of refleeting upon.
What he said was that it would he easy
to substitnte another return for that read
ont by the Minister, before it was handed
to Hansard. 1t would be easy for the
Minpister to reconsider the matter and
submit other figures, just as on a previous
yecasion be had alfered the weight of
rails. It would be easy now to alter the
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rails i conneetion with this partienlar
line, and the later information to be
handed to Hansard would not be the in-
formation supplied to members. Was it
not reasonable to ask that we should have
the same information as had been afforded
in connection with other ratlways, in order
that we might exercise a check upon it.
1f the Government had agreed to give him
this information now or on the following
day the Bill would have gone through in
a quarter of an hour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was incorrect in his state-
ment that the map laid on the Table did
not agree with the figures supplied. He
(the Minister) had further consulted the
ma)p and found it was quite eorreet.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse &—Power to comrpulsorily pur-
chase land within 15 wiles of the rail-
way

Mr JACOBY: Would the Government
have power to compulsorily puorchase the
whole of a large block of land only s
small portion of which was sitnated with-
in 15 miles of the line?

The Minister for Works: No land
can be compulsorily purchased which is
not within a 15 miles vadius of the line.

My. JACOBY : If that was the case it
might eonsiderably interfere with the in-
tention of the elanse. There might be a
large block of land which would be
greatlv improved by the construction of
this line, if thrown open for seleetion
zenerally, but the Government might be
able to purchase only a portion of it. He
asked the Minister to take into eonsidera-
tion the advisability of amending the
clause to zive the Government power to
purehase the whole of sueh land.

The Minister for Works: There are no
large estates near this line.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment.

The MINTISTER FOR TWORKS
moved—

That the report be adopted.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Bill would reqnire
further amendment, beeanse in the mar-
ginal note to Clause 4 it mave the Gox-
ernor power to eompulzorily purehase

[COUNCIL.]

land “within — miles of a railway.” With
gnel a permission the Crovernment might
eonstruer n line to Cape Leeuwin.

My, Jacoby: The marginal note is not
part of the Bill

The Attorney General:
right.

Mr. SPEAKER: The elause. not the
marginal note. was read by the Chairman
of Commitiees. The marginal note is not
part of the Rill,

Question put and passed:
adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitied
to the Lerislative Couneil,

House adjouwrned at 11.35 p.m,

It will he ﬁnt

the report

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 25th January, 1911,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION,
The COLONLIAL SECRETARY (Humn.
J. D. Connolly} moved—

That the Standing Orders relating 1o
Public Bills and the consideration of
Messages from the Legislative ilssemhiy
be suspended during the remainder of
the session so far as Iy necessary to -
able  Bills tu pass through ell  thair
stuges in one sitting and to enable M2s-



